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Lrom the editor : 


Welcome to the summer. Here to accompany the good weather is another fine issue of the “NC”. 


Thanks is once again given out to all our contributors. Wayne Jacobs has given us a great read on the “South 
Sea Bubble”. He was thinking that it might not fit in with our scope of numismatics, however, as he says in his 
accompanying letter, most of the coins mentioned in the article would probably have seen at least limited use here at 
any rate. I think that as you read the article you will be glad he decided to let us have it. 


Jack Boddington has a couple of good articles, one on a rescue medal issued by the Hudson’s Bay Company 
and the other on the “Long Service Medal” for fire service in British Columbia. He also has supplied us with several 
more interesting articles on a variety of topics, so we have more good reading to look forward to in future issues. 


Mel Kyle, who has made a specialty of collecting tokens from Lambton County, Ontario has given us great 
coverage from Oil Springs commemorating the 150" anniversary of the first commercial oil well in North America 


and perhaps the world. 


Larry Laevens has come up with some new interesting finds for his collection which he shares with us here. 


George Manz has contributed a new find from Saskatchewan. Its great to see material from other than 
Ontario. The editor would appreciate receiving news of tokens found from all over Canada, and I’m sure our readers 


are glad to hear of them also. 


Thanks also to James Astwood who has sent in several good articles, two of which are included here. The 
one is on the Manor Hotel and Bar, Winnipeg and the other concerns the mystery of the “Cottage Saloon” token now 
attributed to Winnipeg. 


Ron Greene continues his work on British Columbia tokens with two articles, one on a Cranbrook tobacconist, 
and the other on a Kingsgate Hotel. 


Angus Sutherland, who has supplied us with a great series on Communion Tokens used in Canada has given 
us a Glossary defining many of the terms used in his series. 


I made a fortunate find this spring of three sports medals which were won by a student of the St. Thomas 
Collegiate Institute, my old high school. There must be many hundreds of similar medals as well as scholastic pieces 
from all over Canada, but it seems they are rarely found. If the reader doesn’t mind I have gathered up enough “token 
info” on southwestern Ontario tokens and merchants to fill many pages for the future. This year I have been 
particularly lucky in the Counties of Perth, Waterloo, Essex and Norfolk. 


Congratulations are offered to Tom Rogers and his crew in the O.N.A. as well as the Nickel Belt Coin Club 
in Sudbury for another great show. It was nice to see C.A.T.C. member Lorne Barnes do so well with his best of show 
for his display of Hudson’s Bay medals. Congratulations to Bill Kamb also, for his second prize showing. 


At the show the C.A.T.C. had a meeting in which informal discussions were enjoyed by those attending. The 
possibility of persons manufacturing spurious due bill tokens from actual old businesses was discussed. The prices 
sometimes being paid for these items is certainly making it possible for the unscrupulous to at least think of it. 
However, it has been more or less agreed that the effort would still be not profitable enough for this type fo scam right 
now. The following were present at the meeting in Sudbury: Paul Petch, Emile Dumouchel, Rick Craig, Len Kuenzig, 
Len Buth, Todd Hume, Len Trakalo, Lorne Barnes, Tony Hines and former members John Regitko and David Bawcutt. 


Have a good summer everyone. Happy Token Hunting ! ! ! 
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Chronicles to the South Sea Bubble. 
by Wayne L. Jacobs 


"South Sea Bubble" is a designation given to a time of wild stock speculation in Britain, generally 
centered on the year 1720. In many ways, it was a contemporary counterpart to the Law Scheme taking 
place in France at nearly the same time, although the South Sea Bubble was, if anything, in delayed 
lockstep with the scheme. Similar conditions in both countries gave rise to similar schemes. In 1713, 
Britain and France finally signed the Treaty of Utrecht, bringing an end to wars between them that had been 
nearly continuous for the past quarter century. Both countries were financially exhausted but it was worse 
in France; she was not only broke but nearly at the point where she could borrow no more. With the war 
over, the populations of both countries looked forward to a "peace dividend" of lower taxes, the possibility 
of greater prosperity and a yearning for fun and good times. In both cases this manifested itself in two get- 
rich-quick schemes that could have initially been viable, providing strong rules had been in place and less 
frenzied greed shown. But that was not the case in either instance and both schemes collapsed in a welter of 
individual bankruptcies and court trials. Britain managed to sustain the blow in better condition, in part 
because her economy was stronger and the government immediately moved to legislate against the worse 
abuses and set a semi-successful repayment plan in place. 


Numismatically, the South Sea Bubble is commemorated by a single series of British coins: silver 6d, 
shillings, halfcrowns and crowns - all dated 1723 and all carrying the SSC initials on the reverse. As we 
shall see, the silver for these coins comprised what could be called a "ransom" by the Company for their 


previous transgressions. 


There was one difference between the two Bubbles, French and British. The former was entirely in stock 
speculation of John Law's "Banque generale" which became the "Banque royale", rising to a peak of forty 
times issue price, greatly outstripping the rise in dividends. The British experience was more egalitarian: 
shares in the South Sea Company were always expensive, well in excess of £100, so there concurrently 
arose for a few months in 1720 a blizzard of cheaper "penny stocks" ranging in quality from a few good, 
through many doubtful (such as the recovery of gold from sea water) to the outright spurious (the most 
notorious of which was for "an Enterprize of great Advantage but no one is to know what it is"). Sales were 
made by all and sundry, from staid established investment firms to peddlers in bars and on street corners. 
Fairly soon, the British government moved to quash these latter, possibly because they were giving a bad 
odour of association to shares of the South Sea Company in a day when "conflict of interest" was an 
unknown concept and the Company, Bank of England and British government were inextricably 
intertwined. 


Even so, at roughly eight times issue price, South Sea stock began a precipitous fall, braked only by 
efforts of the Bank of England and the government to prevent its slide. That autumn, secret investigations 
into the Company bubble revealed many instances of book-cooking, fraud and embezzlement by some of 
the highest government and Company officials. The principals saw much of their property seized but blame 
was largely apportioned in direct inverse proportion to the amount of influence possessed; cronyism and the 
"old boys’ school" were the order of the day. After all, no less than King George I of England was currently 
serving as the Company's governor, although presumably as little more than a prestigious figurehead. 


In the end, the worst effects were ameliorated - at least for the more powerful "victims" - through 
parliament under the aegis of Robert Walpole, "prime minister". The Company then limped along as a very 
minor player for nearly a century after which it quietly expired. 


The following is in two parts: first of all, an overall view of the Company's history; secondly, a "blow- 
by-blow" account of the Company's life as gleaned from W. Toone's 1828 edition rejoicing in the weighty 
title of "The Chronological Historian: or a Record of Public Events, Historical, Political, Biographical, 
Literary, Domestic and Miscellaneous; Principally Illustrative of the Ecclesiastical, Civil, Naval and 
Military History of Great Britain and its Dependencies from the Invasion of Julius Caesar to the Present 
Time: in Two Volumes." 
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Background to the South Sea Bubble. 


Behind the phenomenon of the South Sea Bubble lay the horrendously expensive war with France that 
with only a break of some two years had been continuous 1688-1713. During the reign of Queen Anne 
(1702-14), a total of "Annual Grants Made for Carrying on the War" amounted to £57,844,633 ranging 
from £3-million in 1702 up to £6.7-million in 1712, the last full year of war. At the time, these sums 
represented hard currency rather than figures in a ledger as is true today. As well, a pound sterling had a 
very high purchasing value. 


An illustration of the last point is necessary. In 1714 Queen Anne was succeeded by George, the German 
Elector of Hanover. Not all were happy with this succession and in 1715/16 there was a brief, bloody revolt 
to prevent this succession, preference given to "James III", the "Old Pretender" Stuart. Rapidly put down, 
rebel estates were confiscated: about 38 in Scotland and some 50 in England. The value of these entire 
estates carried rather modest figures: In Scotland ranging from "Panmure" (£3456. 11s. 10d) to "Bowhill” 
(£27. 14s. 7d) with an average of about £780; in England, from that of the Duke of Ormonde (£21,163. 5s. 
8d) to one John Parkinson (£5. 17s. 6d) with an average of about £950. From this we can see that the pound 
had a very high purchasing value at the time of the Bubble. 


The British Treasury had several sources of revenue, different duties and excise taxes among them. But 
the main source was a "land tax", reconfirmed by parliament in the first year of George I's reign at "4 
shillings in the pound" - or 20% per year of assessed value. But even this was insufficient to meet Britain's 
war costs and civil expenditures as well. Another source was nearly annual (or perhaps annual) state- 
sponsored lotteries, featuring numerous substantial prizes and expected to raise £1.6 - 1.8-million each. 
Huge enterprises! Certainly the gambling spirit in the British people was not only condoned but 


encouraged. 


Even so, Britain still ran deficits and part of this debt was peddled off in the form of "annuities" on the 
British Treasury, sort of a early form of Victory Bonds or Canada Savings Bonds bearing interest annually. 
Early in Anne's reign (2.Anne.cap.3 - 1703) "Gives an annuity of £10 per annum, for 99 years(!), for every 
£150 advanced"; the annuities were made tax-free in the following year. As the war dragged on and money 
harder to come by, the annuity terms were made even more attractive: 8.Anne.cap.7 (1709) reads "Every 
person for £100 to be entitled to an annuity of £9 per annum for 32 years". Nine per cent was greatly in 
excess of what a lender could realize in any other transaction; 12.Anne.Session 2. cap.16 (1713) put a cap 
on loan interest at 5% - any in excess was to see the loan voided and the "extortioner" fined triple the 
amount of the loan by the Treasury. Obviously the British government was tapping the whole "loans 
market" for its own use and the high price of the annuities ensured their being held only by substantial 
persons, few working men seeing anything like £100 as a yearly wage - or perhaps even half that. Quite 
large blocks of annuities were held by the Bank of England and the British East India Company as part of 
their portfolios.’ There were, of course, pools with two or more investors sharing in the proceeds of a single 
annuity. But all this engendered a later desire to participate in lower-scale/ high-profit schemes open even 
to the poorer classes. 


With all this, Britain sti// had a large national debt, one that becoming worrisome to retire even as peace 
broke out. Yet France, in much worse financial shape than Britain after the Peace of Utrecht - beyond broke 
and to the point where credit was also exhausted - by 1719 seemed to be rolling in wealth by adopting the 
schemes of John Law. Quite logically, Britain would adopt many of the points of such a successful program 
and adapt them to her own use. The stage was set for the South Sea Bubble. 


General Overview of the South Sea Company and its "Bubble". 


‘In 1711, parliament passed an act "to disable any person to be governor, deputy-governor, or director, of the Bank of 
England and a director of the East-India Company at the same time". Any true partnership of these two corporate giants 
would have controlled the country. 


BS 


The "South Sea Bubble" was the name given to a series of financial projects that originated with the 
incorporation of the South Sea Company during the British parliamentary session of 1711. The principals 
being Robert Harley and other men of wealth and power, the Company was granted the British trade 
monopoly to South America and the Pacific Islands - a good part of the world south of the equator. It was 
highly successful, especially in its funding; within a couple of weeks of its initial stock offering, it had 
raised some £4-million. In keeping with its power went the Company's prestige, the Prince of Wales - the 
future George II - chosen governor 18 February 1715; on 3 February 1718, King George himself succeeded 
to the position. The South Sea Company now had the "clout" to undertake nearly any project it chose. 


Across the Channel, the schemes of John Law were meeting with seemingly spectacular success in 1719. 
In that year, Law successfully proposed an awesome financial plan in France: in return for what amounted 
to the country's entire external trade, other concessions, and being named "tax-farmer-in-chief", he would 
pay off her entire national debt: twelve hundred million livres! - and collect the government's revenue for 
them. Which he did - even though in paper notes which nevertheless were full legal tender in France. 


Points of Law's plan were adapted by the directors of Britain's South Sea Company but soon there was a 
divergence between the two and ultimately the results were quite different between the two countries, even 
though both collapsed in a welter of scandal and financial loss. The French experience cast a pall of 
suspicion on banks in general and all paper money in particular, the last unfortunately reaffirmed yet again 
some seventy years later with the assignat issues during the French Revolution. In contrast, the British 
"bubble" had neither such result: the notes of the Bank of England remained rock-solid and the Bank itself 
passed the crisis relatively unscathed. It did result in newer and tighter rules on "stock-jobbing". As well, 
some of losses occasioned by the South Sea Company itself were recovered - but the concurrent, non- 
Company "penny-stocks" were mostly a total loss, being little more than a scam from the very first. 


It was the seemingly spectacular success of Law's Scheme in France that induced the Company's 
directors to advance its own adapted Scheme in Britain. The times were ripe for it: the war was over and 
more money was around available for investment. However, usury laws forbade the lending of money for 
more than 5% per year - but returns on investment for shares in any company could be unlimited. 


It was in 1719 that the South Sea Company directors placed before the British government, represented 
by Charles Spencer, the Earl of Sunderland, as "prime minister" (a post whose title did not as yet exist - 
although its function did), an extremely ambitious scheme. In return for further concessions, the Company 
offered to take over the entire national debt of £51,300,000 and to pay £3,500,000 for the privilege. The 
Company's aim was to persuade the holders of British annuities (by far, the form in which the debt was 
held) to exchange them for South Sea stock. The stock was to be traded at a high premium, thus 
extinguishing a large part of the debt - but Company returns were so much better than those on the 
annuities that this would be a highly attractive offer. Then, too, the government would owe the Company 
some £1,500,000 per year in interest as the new holders of its annuities. The exchange offer was not to be 
extended to the blocks held by the Bank of England or the British East India Company, thus preventing 
concentration of power and collusion. 


The Company was surprised when its offer was topped by the Bank of England, offering the same terms 
and a higher cash pay-back to the government. Thus was set off a sort of bidding war between the Bank and 
the Company, the former dropping out - by what inducements we do not know - and in 1720, the Company 
offer was accepted although the "privilege payment" now stood at £7,567,000. 


Within a few weeks, more than half the holders of the annuities had traded them for South Sea Company 
stock and when trading opened in the sale of Company stock for cash, it sold so briskly as to set off a 
rocketing in price. In very early 1720, a Company share price stood at £128. 10s; by June it was £890 and 
in July touched its price apex of about £1000. At this price, the Company directors sold a further 
£5,000,000 in shares. In large part, what was obviously an unlimited offering of shares started to bring 
down the whole edifice. 


At the initial offering price - and the number of shares understood to be set - dividends per share would 
have been very good indeed. However, at eight times share cost and dividends remaining essentially the 
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same, returns became infinitesimal. All the same, consideration of dividend per share became ignored as 
demand for the Company shares drove the price upward. After all, returns were expected to be much better 
in years to come - so long as the number of shares remained fixed. It was the Company's inability to resist 
cashing in on the high share prices by selling to all comers - proving that the number of shares would not be 
limited - that started the slide that would practically demolish the Company. Within a few weeks, the slide 
in share prices began; by November they were down to £135 and thousands were ruined. Since unpaid debt 
was punishable by imprisonment at the time, many who were committed to heavy payments fled the 
country. Even Bank of England shares were carried along with the tide to a certain extent, the high point of 
£263 each in July down to £145 four months later. 


Most writers of the "South Sea Bubble" concentrate on a separate but parallel event to that of the South 
Sea Company, although this latter provided the genesis for it all. Since the shares in the Company were so 
high, practically limiting their ownership to the wealthy (or at least the comfortable), there arose an equal 
demand among the poorer classes who reasonably wished to partake it the "hot" market as well. Demand 
scarcely exists long in a vacuum and almost immediately there arose in early 1720 another market in 
shares, this one the issues of innumerable people and "firms". A few were legitimate enough; many were at 
best pie-in-the-sky; more were out-and-out fraud with absolutely nothing behind the paper. Still, as stock- 
jobbing became a frenzy, even these near-worthless shares showed a paper-profit to the earliest buyers, 
fuelling even more of the insanity. When the "bust" came, practically all lost their complete "investment" - 
and the bust was in part caused by government legislation that seems to have been a weak attempt to shore 
up the South Sea Company stock, the bailiwick of the rich and famous. It is probably no surprise that 
confiscations for the purpose of reimbursements was limited to the Company in order to partially repay the 
wealthy investors in her stock alone. And even then, the estates of the Company principals were not 
entirely forfeit; usually 15% was left and even that amounted to the tens of thousands of pounds which still 
left them wealthy, if not to the former degree. 


The internal workings of the Company were kept secret from the public as an in camera committee of 
the House of Commons was set up, giving its report in February, 1721. The committee's findings reported 
widespread scandal and fraud. The Company's books were "cooked" with fictitious entries and it was 
revealed that favours had been secured from government Ministers through gifts, some of whom had also 
made large profits through speculation in the stock. The chief persons thus implicated included John 
Aislabie, chancellor of the exchequer; James Craggs Sr., joint postmaster general; his son, James Jr., 
secretary of state; the earl of Sunderland, "prime minister"; and Charles Stanhope, commissioner of the 
Treasury. In addition were numerous persons, within and without the government, who had been entrusted 
with public and private funds and who had diverted them temporarily to their own use so that they might 
speculate in stock. At the collapse, these same persons were revealed for what they were: embezzlers. 


Aislabie took the most heat. Resigning his office in January, he was publicly vilified for "the most 
notorious, dangerous and infamous corruption", expelled from the House and imprisoned. Both of the 
Craggs died in March (by their own hands?). Through the efforts of the new "prime minister", Walpole, 
both Sunderland and Stanhope were acquitted by narrow margins. By act of Parliament, the estates of the 
Company directors were confiscated; valued at £2,014,123, a total of £354,600 was returned to them "for 
their maintenance", the balance devoted "to the relief of the sufferers". The only numismatic memento of 
the South Sea Company Bubble is the silver coinage of 1723 (treated later), which was a sort of further 
ransom payback. 


Of course, even after the roof caved in, there were a certain number of "untouchables" when it came to 
making restitution. As we will see later in the "Chronology" section, the list of directors and officers of the 
South Sea Company began with the "sub-governor" and "deputy governor" in that order; never was 
mentioned the governor himself, being no less than King George. Presumably his was only a titular post, 
but lest we assume that he did not share - even indirectly - in the "take" of the South Sea stock, we should 
disabuse ourselves of the notion. As we see below, one giant block of free stock - £20,000 worth - went to 
the Duchess of Kendall and her nieces, probably to grease the passage of the act to set the scheme in 
motion. If they sold at the top, this essentially free stock would have brought ten times as much. Lady 


oF 


Kendall was the mistress of King George and the same person from whom William Wood would have to 
purchase his patent (to the tune of £10,000) to strike the Irish coppers in 17227 


The Company itself continued to exist into the 19th century, but with no great degree of prosperity. 


ee 


A silver Jacobin propaganda medal, 1721, called the "James III Appeal against the House of Hanover Medal" 
but the date alone making it difficult to believe it did not refer to the South Sea Bubble. Obverse: Armoured bust of 
James III rt. with the legend VNICA SALVS ("Safety Alone" but probably more closely rendered as "[In meJalone 
[is there] safety"). Reverse: A view of London with a band of Barbary pirates making their escape rt., burdened with 
loot. In the foreground, the German "Hanover Horse" tramples underfoot the lion and unicorn, symbols of Great 
Britain, while a seated Britannia weeps at left. The rather enigmatic legend QVID GRAVIVS CAPTA, literally 
"What troubles the head?", is probably more closely translated as "What is the matter with King George?". Date 
1721 in Roman numerals in exergue. The engraver was Ottone Hamerani but could have been struck at any of 


several European mints. 


This is a rather hypocritical medal in that at the time "James III", called Britain's "Old Pretender", was safely 
ensconced in Paris while all around him the "Law Scheme" was in utter collapse. 


Chronicles of the South Sea Company Bubble Events. 


The below is reproduced from different entries in the Toone work noted earlier. Luckily, he converted 
the time scale into our modern calendar although the shift in Britain from Old Style to New Style Calendar 
did not take place until 1752 when it was brought into line by making the day after September 1 be 
September 11 and moving the start of the new year to January 1 from the first day of spring (March 20/21). 
Dates in original documents, of course, are ten days earlier than our present calendar. 


Nelson, Philip. "The Coinage of William Wood, 1722-33", 1903, reprinted 1959. 
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1712. 


May 22. "The Royal assent was given to an act... 
for borrowing money upon stock (part of the 
capital of the South-Sea company) for the use of 
the public." 


1714. 


(Within the parliamentary session): "An act ... to 
enable the governor and company of the Bank of 
England, and others, to lend money upon South- 
Sea stock." (and another)"touching certain shares 
of stock in the capital of the South Sea 
company." 


1715; 


Feb. 18. "The Prince of Wales was chosen 
governor of the South Sea company." 


Sept. 21. "An act for enlarging the capital stock 
and yearly fund of the South Sea company, for 
supplying thereby 822,032/. 4s. 8d to public 
uses." 


1717. 


May 15. "The South-Sea company came to a 
resolution to lend the government two millions at 
five per cent for paying off the lotteries of 1711 
and 1712." 


July 3. "An act for redeeming the yearly fund of 
the South Sea company (being after the rate of 
6/. per cent. per annum) and settling on the said 
company a yearly fund, after the rate of 5/. per 
cent. per annum, redeemable by Parliament 


1718. 


Feb. 3. "The King came to the House, and gave 
royal assent to an act to enable his Majesty to be 
governor of the South-Sea company. The same 
day his Majesty was elected governor of the said 
company.” 
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1719. 


April 18. "The royal assent was given to an act 
for redeeming the fund appropriated for payment 
of the lottery tickets, which were made for the 
service of the year 1710, by a voluntary 
subscription of the proprietors into the capital 
stock of the South Sea company;" 


1720. 


Jan. 27, 28. "The South Sea company and Bank 
of England offered their several schemes to the 
House of Commons, for discharging the national 
debts." 


Feb. 1. "It was resolved, that the proposals of the 
South Sea company should be accepted.” 


March 28. "This month South Sea_ stock 
gradually rose from 130 to above 300, and 
advanced to near 400; but after some fluctuation, 
settled at about 330." 


April 7. "The royal assent was given to an act for 
enabling the South Sea company to increase their 
present capital stock and fund, by redeeming 
such public debts and incumbrances as are 
therein mentioned;" 


April 7. "South Sea stock rose to 340" 
April 12. "There was a subscription at 300". 


April 28. "A subscription of South Sea stock 
opened at 400." 


May 20. "South Sea stock at this time rose to 
about 550". 


June 2. "South Sea stock was at 890". 


June 11. "The royal assent was given to an ... act 
to prevent counterfeiting receipts and warrants of 
the officers of the South Sea company;" 


June 11. "A proclamation was published , 
declaring that all the new projects, or bubbles, 
then on foot, and which were above 100 in 
number, should be deemed common nuisances 
and prosecuted as such; with the penalty of 500/ 
for any broker to buy or sell any shares in them. 
It was computed, that above a million and a half 


of money was won and lost by these 
unwarrantable practices. 


The whole nation was now become stock- 
jobbers; persons of all ranks and professions, of 
both sexes, being wholly employed in attending 
some bubble or other." 


June 14. "The King went in the evening from St. 
James's to Greenwich, and the next day 
embarked at Greenwich for Holland, where he 
arrived on the 16th. 


Upon the King's going abroad, many of those 
who went with him, withdrew their money out of 
the South Sea; which sunk the stocks 
considerably; but the directors, by promising 
prodigious dividends, and other indirect arts, 
afterward raised it again, and even advanced it to 
a 1000, and held it up almost all the month of 
July to between 900 and 1000." 


June 27. "About this time, the Mississippi 
company in France, from whence our South Sea 
gentlemen took their model, vanished into air." 


July 12. "An order in council was made, for 
dismissing about seventeen petitions that lay 
before the privy-council, for patents to raise joint 
stocks for various purposes; many of his 
Majesty's subjects having been drawn in to part 
with their money, on pretense of assurances, that 
their petitions for patents and charters to enable 
them to carry on the same, would be granted. 


This ruined the several projects for carrying on 
the fishing trade, insurance from fire, 
manufacturing sail-cloth, curing tobacco for 
snuff &c. 


There was a multitude of other bubbles on foot 
at this time; the sums proposed to be raised by 
which did not amount to less than 300,000,000/ 
sterling." 


Aug. 17. "South Sea stock fell to 830, including 
the Midsummer dividend; but the directors 
buying the same day a considerable quantity of 
stock, it rose to 880. However the disposition to 
sell continuing the following two days, the 
stocks fell again to about 820, at which price the 
transfer books were opened on the 22nd. 


Aug. 24. "This day the directors came to a 
sudden resolution to shut the transfer books; and 
the next day to open other books for taking in a 


money subscription of 1,000,000/ to the capital 
stock, at the rate of 1000/ for every 100/ capital 
stock. Accordingly the books being opened, the 
intended sum was subscribed in less than three 
hours." 


Aug. 26. "The transfer-books were opened again; 
but South-Sea stock, instead of advancing, being 
fallen under 800, the directors thought fit to lend 
their proprietors 4000/ upon every 1000/ stock 
for six months, at four per cent. But the 
annuitants being very uneasy and clamorous, the 
directors came to a resolution, that thirty per cent 
in money should be in the half year's dividend 
due at Christmas next; and from thence for 
twelve years, not less than fifty per cent in 
money should be the yearly dividend on their 
stock. Though this resolution raised the stock to 
about 800/ for the opening of the books, yet it 
soon sunk again." 


Sept. 8. "South Sea stock fell to 640; the next 
day to 550; and by the 19th instant, it came to 
400." 


Sept. 23. "The Bank of England agreed with the 
South Sea company to circulate their bonds &c, 
and to take their stock at 400 per cent in lieu of 
3,775,000/ the South Sea company were to pay 
them. 


When the books were opened at the Bank, for 
taking in subscription for supporting the public 
credit, the concourse of people was at first so 
very great, that it was judged, the whole 
subscription, which was intended for 3,000,000/ 
would have been filled that day. But the fall of 
the South Sea stock, and the discredit of the 
company's bonds, occasioned a run upon the 
most eminent goldsmiths and bankers; some of 
whom lending out great sums upon South Sea 
stock, and other public securities, were obliged 
to shut up their shops. 


The sword-blade company also, who had been 
hitherto the chief cash-keepers of the South Sea 
company, being almost drained of their ready 
money, were forced to stop payment. All this 
occasioned a great run upon the bank." 


Sept. 30. "South Sea stock fell to 150. The South 
Sea company agreed to admit the proprietors of 
the redeemable annuities and other funds, on the 
same terms with the Bank, viz. at 400 per cent." 
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Oct. 6. "The lords commissioners of the Treasury 
came to the Bank of England, and subscribed, in 
his Majesty's name, and on his behalf, the sum of 
100,000/ towards supporting the public credit." 


Dec. 12. The Commons ordered, that the 
directors of the South Sea company should 
forthwith lay before that House, an account of all 
their proceedings." 


Dec. 21. "Mr. Robert Walpole laid before the 
Commons a scheme to restore public credit, 
namely by engrafting nine millions of South Sea 
stock into the Bank of England; and the like into 
the East India company; and a committee was 
accordingly appointed to receive proposals from 
the Bank, the South Sea company, and the East 
India company." 


Dec. 24. "The South Sea company laid several 
books and papers before the House of Commons; 
whereupon Mr. Shippen moved, that the 
directors might lay before the House, the 
inducements on which they took in the third, and 
fourth money subscriptions at 1000 per cent, and 
also the scheme or calculation, or other 
inducements, upon which they grounded the 
resolutions of making a dividend of 30 per cent 
at Christmas, and of not less than 50 per cent per 
annum for twelve years after; and an order was 
made accordingly." 


1721. 


Jan. 4. "At the meeting of the House again, Sir 
Joseph Jekyll represented, that, before they 
proceeded any farther, they ought to secure the 
persons and estates of those they had reason to 
look upon as the authors of the public 
misfortunes; he therefore moved for a bill to 
restrain the sub-governor, deputy-governor, 
directors, treasurer, under-treasurer, cashier, 
secretary, and accountants of the South Sea 
company, from going out of the kingdom for the 
space of one year and till the end of the next 
session of Parliament, and for discovering their 
estates and effects, and for the preventing the 
transporting or alienating the same; which was 
agreed to. 


Next, they resolved, that a committee should 
be appointed to inquire into all the proceedings 
relating to the execution of the South Sea act. 
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Lord Hinchinbroke moved, that the directors 
&c might be immediately taken into custody, for 
fear the most criminal might withdraw out of the 
kingdom, before the bill against them was gone 
through both Houses. The directors petitioned in 
vain, to be heard by their counsel against the bill. 


Earl Stanhope proposed that the estates of the 
criminals, whether directors or not, should be 
confiscated, to make good the public losses." 


Jan. 6. "A_ select committee of thirteen 
Commoners were appointed to examine into the 
transactions of the South Sea company." 


Jan. 12. "The sub-governor, deputy-governor, 
and about twenty-four of the directors, and Mr. 
Robert Knight, their cashier, were examined by 
the House of Lords; after which their Lordships 
resolved, that they had prevaricated with them, in 
giving false representations of several matters of 
fact; that by lending money on stock and 
subscriptions, they were guilty of a notorious 
breach of trust; and that they ought to make good 
the losses the company had sustained by their 
fraudulent management." 


Jan. 14. "The secret committee of the Commons 
repaired to the South Sea house, and took 
possession of it, and of all the books belonging 
to the several offices." 


Jan. 22. "Mr. Knight, cashier of the South Sea 
company, absconded, and the next day embarked 
on board a vessel in the river that carried him to 
Calais." 


Jan. 23. "A proclamation was issued, offering a 
reward of 2000/ for securing and apprehending 
the person of Robert Knight, cashier of the South 
Sea company. 


Sir Theodore Jansen and Mr. Sawbridge, two 
of the members, coming into the House of 
Commons, were voted guilty of a notorious 
breach of trust as directors of the South Sea 
company, expelled the House, and taken into 
custody; with Sir Robert Chaplin and Francis 
Eyles, two other directors, and members of 
Parliament. 


The Lords examined Mr. Joye, deputy- 
governor of the South Sea company, who made a 
very frank confession, and communicated Mr. 
Knight's letter to Surman. After which, Sir 
William Chapman, Mr. Holditch, Mr. Hawes, 


Mr. Gibbon and Mr. Chester, all late directors, 
were ordered to be seized with their papers. 


Two days after, Sir Harcourt Masters, and Mr. 
Astell, were examined by the Lords, and 
discovered that large sums in South Sea stock 
had been given to several persons, both in the 
administration, and in the House of Commons, 
for procuring the passing of the South Sea act; 
which occasioned some vigourous resolutions. 


John Aislabie, esq., resigned the seals of the 
chancellor of his Majesty's Exchequer." 


Jan. 24. "The Lords ordered several of the 
Directors to be taken into custody of the Black 
Rod, and the Commons, and several others to be 
taken into the custody of the Sergeant at Arms. 


Jan. 25. "The royal assent was given to an act for 
restraining the sub-governor, deputy-governor, 
treasurer or cashier, deputy cashier, and 
accountant, of the South Sea company from 
going out of this kingdom for the space of one 
year, and until the end of the next session of 
Parliament; and for their discovering their estates 
and effects, and for preventing the transporting 
or alienating the same. 


An act to disable the present sub-governor, 
deputy-governor, and directors of the South Sea 
company, at, from, and after the respective times 
for electing a sub-governor, deputy-governor, 
and new directors of the said company, to take, 
hold, or enjoy any office, place or employment 
in the said company, or in the East India 
company, or bank of England; and from voting 
upon elections in the said companies." 


Feb. 2. "The Lords resolved, that the South Sea 
directors declaring 30 per cent dividend for the 
half year ending at Christmas, and 50 per cent 
per annum for twelve years after, was a 
villainous artifice, to delude and defraud his 
Majesty's subjects." 


Feb. 3. "Mr. Robert Knight was stopped by an 
order of the marquis de Prie, at Tirlemont, and 
committed prisoner to the castle of Antwerp." 


Feb. 4. "Sir John Blunt, the chief projector of the 
South Sea scheme, refused to be examined by the 
House of Lords. 


This occasioned some severe reflections on 
the Ministry; and earl Stanhope grew so 
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exceeding warm and vehement in the defence of 
himself and his brethren, that he was seized with 
a violent pain in the head, and forced to go 
home, where he died the next day." 


Feb. 8. The lord viscount Townshend was made 
one of his Majesty's principal secretaries of state, 
in the room of ear] Stanhope deceased." 


Feb. 9. "The Commons addressed his Majesty, to 
give orders to his Ministers to use the most 
effectual mean for securing the person of Mr. 
Robert Knight, and that his papers and effects, 
might be delivered into the custody of their 
Sergeant at Arms. 


The Lords addressed his Majesty to procure 
Mr. Knight to be delivered up." 


Feb. 13. "Colonel Charles Churchill was 
dispatched to Vienna, to make the most pressing 
instances, in his Majesty's name, to the Emperor, 
that Mr. Knight, now prisoner in the citadel of 
Antwerp, might forthwith be delivered up, with 
his papers and effects, but was refused." 


Feb. 16. "The committee of secrecy, to whom it 
was referred to inquire into the proceedings of 
the South Sea company, made their report; 
whereby it appeared that the following parcels of 
South Sea stock, were taken in for the several 
persons following; viz. at 150 to 180. 


£ 

For the earl of Sunderland, at the 

request of James Craggs, sr, esq. 50,000 
For the duchess of Kendall 10,000 
For the countess of Platen 10,000 
For the two nieces of the duchess 

of Kendall 10,000 
For I. Craggs, senior, esq. 30,000 
For Charles Stanhope, esq. 10,000 
For the Sword-blade company 20,000 


It also appeared that Mr. Aislabie, late 
chancellor of the Exchequer, had great quantities 
of South Sea stock given him; and a great deal of 
South Sea stock had been taken in for the 
members of both Houses of Parliament." 


March 4. "John lord Carteret was appointed one 
of his Majesty's principal secretaries of state in 
the room of James Craggs, esq., deceased. 


Another proclamation issued, commanding the 
Peers of Scotland to meet at Holyrood House the 
lst of June, and chose a Peer to sit in Parliament 
of Great Britain, in the room of the marquis of 
Annandale deceased." 


March 8. "The Commons took into their 
consideration that part of the report of the secret 
committee, which related to John Aislabie, esq., 
a member of that House; and Mr. Aislabie was 
heard in his defence. But it being plainly proved 
that he had caused the book of accounts between 
him and Mr. Hawes, to be burnt, and given him a 
discharge of the balance, amounting to 842,000/, 
it was resolved nemine contradicente (among 
other things) that the said John Aislabie had 
encouraged and promoted the dangerous and 
destructive execution of the South Sea scheme, 
with a view to his own exorbitant profit; and had 
combined with the late directors of the South Sea 
company in their pernicious practices, to the 
detriment of great numbers of his Majesty's 
subjects, and the ruin of the public credit and 
trade of this kingdom. 


They also resolved that he should be expelled 
the House, and committed to the Tower; and a 
bill was brought in for restraining him from 
going out of the kingdom, and from alienating 
his estates, as was done in the case of the 
Directors. 


The Commons came to the same resolution, in 
relation to Sir George Caswell, sheriff of 
London, and a member." 


March 23. "The royal assent was given to an act 
to enable the South Sea company to ingraft part 
of their capital stock and fund into the stock and 
fund of the bank of England, and another part 
thereof into the stock and fund of the East-India 
company; and for giving further time for 
payment to be made by the South Sea company 
to the use of the public." 


March 27. ..."a letter was read in the House of 
Commons from the Emperor to his Majesty, 
expressing his Imperial Majesty's inclination to 
comply with his Britannic Majesty in delivering 
up Mr. Knight; but he could not do it without the 
consent of the states of Brabant." 


March 30. "The House of Commons, to the 
number of above 300, with their Speaker, 
attended his Majesty with a representation of 
their dissatisfaction at the obstacles which had 
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been raised under pretence of the privileges of 
the states of Brabant; and earnestly besought his 
Majesty to employ his most pressing endeavours 
for the delivering up of Mr. Knight. 


April 3. "Petitions from the city of London, and 
other places, were presented to the Commons, 
demanding justice on the directors, &c of the 
South Sea company." 


April 17. "An estimate of the estates of the late 
directors of the South Sea Directors was 
delivered into the House of Commons, which 
amounted to two millions and upwards." 


May 1. "The Commons resolved, that it appeared 
to that House, that James Craggs, esq. late 
postmaster-general, was a notorious accomplice 
and confederate with Robert Knight, and some of 
the Directors of the South Sea company, in 
carrying on their corrupt and _ scandalous 
practices; and that all his estate, real and 
personal, be applied towards the unhappy 
sufferers in the South Sea company." 


May 17. "The directors of the South Sea 
company having delivered into the House of 
Commons inventories of their estates, it was 
debated what allowance should be given to them: 
some proposed an eighth part; but it was at last 
agreed, that the affair of each director should be 
particularly considered, and more or less favour 
shewn according as they appeared more or less 


guilty. 


The value of their estates, as given in upon 
oath, amounted to about 2,014,000/ of which 
334,000/ was left to the proprietors; viz. the 
greatest allowance, 50,000/ to one, and the least 
to another, 800/." 


July 29. "An act for raising money upon the 
estates of the late sub-governor, deputy- 
governor, directors, cashier, deputy-cashier, and 
accountant of the South Sea company, and of 
John Aislabie, esq. and likewise of John Craggs, 
sen. esq. deceased, towards making good the 
great loss and damage sustained by the said 
company; and for disabling such of the said 
persons as are living to hold any office or place 
of trust under the crown, or to sit or vote in 
Parliament for the future, and for other purposes 
in the said act expressed." 


Aug. 10 "The royal assent was given to an act for 
making several provisions for restoring public 


credit, which suffered by the frauds and 
mismanagements of the late directors of the 
South Sea company, and others." 


Sept. 3. "A general court of the South Sea 
company was held; in which the sub-governor 
enlarged upon the advantages that might be 
gained by the Assiento contract, to which end the 
directors were fitting out a ship, whose cargo 
amounted to 280,000/; and acquainted them with 
the intention of carrying on a trade to Greenland, 
not hitherto meddled with by the company; 
which had proved so beneficial to Holland and 
Hamburgh." 


Oct. 18. "Mr. Knight, cashier of the South Sea 
company, made his escape out of the castle of 
Antwerp, carrying with him the sergeant, who 
was appointed to guard him." 


1722. 


March 7. "The royal assent was given to an act 
for paying off and cancelling one million of 
Exchequer bills; and to give ease to the South 
Sea company, in respect of its present obligation 
to circulate, or contribute toward circulating, 
Exchequer-bills; and to give further time to that 
company for repayment of one million , which 
was lent to them; and for issuing a further sum in 
new Exchequer-bills, towards his Majesty's 
supply, to be discharged and cancelled, when the 
said company should repay the million owing by 
them; and that the Exchequer-bills, which are to 
continue, may be circulated at easy and moderate 
rates;" 


(same date): "An act to enable the South Sea 
company to dispose of the effects in their hands, 
by way of lottery or subscription." 


1723. 


March 22. "An act for adding two millions to the 
stock of the South Sea company." 


May 27. "An act for enlarging the times for 
determining claims on the estates vested in 
trustees of the South Sea company &c." 


July 11. "James Edmonson, late one of the South 
Sea directors, was indicted for felony, in 
concealing part of his estate from the trustees; 
but the grand jury refused to find the bill." 
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1724. 


Feb. 3 "The King was elected governor of the 
South Sea company." 


July 25. "The South Sea company fitted out 
twelve ships of 310 tons each, in order to revive 
the English whale fishery in Greenland." 


1725. 


April 22. "A report of the trustees appointed for 
raising money of the estates of the late South Sea 
directors, was presented to the House of 
Commons, shewing that the estates amounted to 
1,789,112/ and upwards." 


1726. 


April 7. "The South Sea company sent twenty- 
four ships to fish for whales in Greenland." 


May 24. "An act for preventing the 
counterfeiting of East-India bonds, and 
indorsements thereon, as likewise indorsements 
on South Sea bonds." 
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April 24. "The royal assent was given to an act 
for enabling the South Sea company, with the 
consent of the East-India company, to take in 
negroes within their limits of trade; and to 
deliver them up at Buenos Ayres." 


May 15. "An act for enlarging the times for 
determining claims by the trustees for raising 
money on the estates of the late directors of the 
South Sea company; and for relief of the 
creditors of Robert Knight, esq. late cashier of 
the said company; and for relief of persons who 
have entered claims for contingent debts and 
encumbrances, &c and for empowering the 
trustees to dismiss claims for want of 
prosecution; and for applying the produce of the 
said estates for the benefit of the South Sea 
company." 


1728. 


May 6. "Sir Theodore Janssen, one of the late 
South Sea directors, presented a petition to the 


House of Commons, praying he might be 
allowed the produce of his estate between the Ist 
of June 1720, and the 20th of September, 1721, it 
being doubtful whether the produce was vested 
in the company, for he had a numerous family, 
and was a loser by the South Sea scheme near 
200,000/ of his old estate, which was given to 
the company by act of Parliament. 


Some members shewed a surprize at this 
petition, Sir Theodore Janssen having been 
favoured more than any of the directors, 50,000/ 
being allowed him out of his forfeited estate; 
however he met with so many friends, that a 
clause was ordered to be received for the 
petitioner's relief, in the South Sea bill that was 
depending." 


1729. 


May 14. "An act to discharge the trustees 
appointed by an act of 7 George I for raising 
money on the estates of the late South-Sea 
directors, and others, of their trust; and to vest in 
the company such of the said estates as were 
vested in the said trustees, as remain undisposed 
of; as also the produce of such estates and effects 
as have been sold by the said trustees." 


1732. 


April 9. "An act for the further application of the 
sinking fund, by paying off one million of South 
Sea annuities." 


1733. 


May 10. "A motion was made in the House of 
Lords, that the directors of the South Sea 
company might be ordered to lay before that 
House an account of how the produce of the 
forfeited estates of the late directors of that 
company had been disposed of; but this 
occasioned a long debate; at length the question 
being put it was carried in the affirmative, and 
the South Sea company were ordered to lay the 
account before them; and it was accordingly 
brought in the 24th of May; but not being very 
intelligible, the House ordered the present 
directors, and also the late directors of the South 
Sea company, to attend and be examined; as also 
the late inspectors of that company's accounts." 
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June 1. "The House of Lords proceeded to 
examine into the conduct of the South Sea 
company; and the present directors were first 
called in and examined; then the late inspectors 
of the company's accounts; and, lastly, the 
former directors were examined. 


Then it was moved, that the disposing of the 
forfeited estates of those who were directors of 
the South Sea company, anno 1720, without the 
direction of the general court, was contrary to 
law, which was opposed and at length resolved 
in the negative by a majority of five. 


Another motion was made to appoint a 
committee of twelve lords, to examine into the 
transactions of the South Sea company from 
February 1720. 


This was also resolved in the negative, against 
which several lords protested for several 
reasons." 


June 11. "An act for applying 500,00/ out of the 
sinking fund for the service of the year 1733 and 
for the further disposition of the said fund, by 
paying off one million of South Sea annuities." 


(same date): "An act for converting a further part 
of the capital of the South Sea stock into 
annuities, and for settling the remaining part of 
the stock in the said company." 


1734. 
April 11. "An act to explain an act of the last 
session, for converting a further part of the 
capital stock of the South Sea company into 
annuities, so far as the said act relates to paying 
off the bonds of the said company." 


1736. 


May 20. "An act to enable his Majesty to borrow 
600,000/, to be charged on the sinking fund, by 
paying off one million of South Sea annuities;" 


1737. 


June 1. "A motion was made, that one million of 
the sinking fund should be granted, toward 
redeeming the like sum of the increased capital 
stock of the South Sea company; some 
gentlemen proposed that it might be applied 


towards redeeming part of the Bank capital; but 
after a debate, it was carried for the South Sea 
without a division." 


1739. 

June 1. "The conferences between the 
commissaries of Great Britain and Spain were 
suspended: the King of Spain having declared to 
Mr. Keene, that since the South Sea company 
had persisted in their refusal to pay the 68,000/ 
which appeared to be due to him on the Spanish 
calculation, his Majesty could not dispense with 
himself from revoking the privilege granted that 
company for the negro trade; and that, in 
consequence of this revocation, he should be 
obliged to seize on the company's effects in 
Mexico, that he might procure himself the 
payment of the sum in question. 


... The deputy-governor of the South Sea 
company was sent for by the duke of Newcastle, 
and advised how to act, in regard to the 
company's affairs in Old and New Spain, in the 
present conjuncture; and the company dispatched 
proper orders to all their agencies and factors in 
Spain." 


Sept. 10. "By the South Sea company's answer to 
the Spanish manifesto, as far as relates to the 


out, that on the balance of accounts there was 
due from the crown of Spain to the company 
above 130,000/ a sufficient reason for their 
general court to refuse the payment of the 
68,000/ demanded." 


1742. 


Aug. 17. "A pardon passed the great seal to 
Robert Knight, esq. late cashier of the South Sea 
company, of all felonies, crimes, offences &c 
inflicted on him by act of Parliament, in the reign 
of George 1." 


1743. 


Jan. 27. "At a general court of the South Sea 
company, a dividend of 1% per cent was 
declared. Afterwards an application from Mr. 
Knight was laid before the court, to be 
discharged from any demand from the said 
company, on the payment of 10,000/ within three 
months; which being put to the question was 
carried by a very great majority." 


(no further entries concerning the South Sea 
Company). 


68,000/ said to be due from the company to his 
Catholic Majesty, it is said, it is manifestly made 


British Silver Coinage of the South Sea Company: 1723. 


"One of the terms of the rehabilitation of the South Sea Company after the scandal of the Bubble was 
that it should send a large quantity of silver to the Mint; the greater part of the £149,106 in 1723 was the 
Company's ransom." - so writes Sir John Craig in his 1953 book, "The Mint" (p.213), drawing upon the 
authority of John Conduitt (Observations upon the present state of our Gold and Silver Coins, written in 
1730). This aside, the particulars of this specific coinage appear to be among the missing, despite the fact 
that Sir John Craig was Master of the Royal Mint and presumably had access to any and all records. We 
should not be especially surprised: the major part of the "Law Schemé" official documents across the 
Channel were "sanitized" at the time and few exist today. Both the Bubble and the Scheme involved actions 
by the rich and powerful that could scarcely stand the light of day - and because of that power, 
incriminating documents had a habit of becoming "permanently misplaced." 


Unfortunately, we don't know the original breakdown of the South Sea silver coinage of 1723. At the 
time, the Mint report gave only the total face-value amounts for each of the metals coined: gold, silver and 
copper. In that year, all crowns, half-crowns and sixpence bore the SSC mark, as did most of the shillings. 
These aside, there was the usual extremely limited coinage of the silver 4d, 3d, 2d and 1d Maundy coins, 
scarcely enough to note. After all these years, the surviving population of the 1723 silver coins - probably 
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not more than a thousand or two in all denominations, in all conditions - fails to provide us with more than 
a faint relative rarity. Certainly the 1723 SSC shillings are the most frequently seen today of all the 


denominations. 


In 1723, silver was struck at the rate of "62s. to the pound", meaning that a Troy pound of 12 ounces 
consisting of silver .925 fine was coined into a face value of 62 shillings sterling, all denominations 
proportional in weight to their face value. That year was also notable in that no Tower silver, designated as 
such by having no initials or devices in the "ground quarters" of the reverses, were struck. Of the four 
circulating denominations, only the shilling exists with other than the SS (northeast and southwest 
quadrants) and C ( northwest and southeast) initials of the South Sea Company. Shillings - in fact, most - 
exist with these reverse initials as well as others with reverse "roses and plumes" (designating the 
"Company for melting down lead") and plumes with linked CCs (Welsh Copper Company, further 
identified by W.C.C. under the obverse bust). 


At the time, private suppliers had the right to submit silver bullion to the mint and for a rather modest 
minting charge having that silver turned into coin. This right continued for many years but 1723 was near 
the end when such companies could also have that coin marked with their own symbols - at the company's 
option. Both the Welsh Copper Company and an unnamed company producing lead exercised that option in 
1723, the silver presumably existing as an "impurity" in their respective ores and recovered during refining. 
The Royal Mint itself sometimes turned a considerable extra penny by recovering silver existing as an 
impurity in raw gold bullion, usually averaging something like 95% fine. Such bullion was assayed and 
only the actual gold content paid for; if the other 5% consisted of true base metals (copper, lead, iron, etc), 
nothing more was done. More copper was added to bring it down to "Crown Gold" (.916% fine) suitable for 
coining. But if some of the 5% consisted of silver, it was worth the Mint's while to refine it out, since it 
was, after all, free - at least it hadn't been paid for. 


But the above did not apply to the South Sea Company silver coins of 1723. The silver bullion supplied - 
probably in the order of £125,000 or so - was simply a form of restitution to the government for the Bubble 
debacle. Documentation surrounding this coinage doesn't appear to exist any more and we can only guess 
that its purpose was to make a lot of pending charges and court actions go away. But why these coins were 
marked with the Company's initials is harder to understand. 


Except for the initials, the obverses and reverses of all four silver denominations are "the same", the 
obverses consisting of a laureated, draped bust of George I to the right with GEORGIVS. D.G. M. BR. FR. 
ET HIB. REX F.D. ("George, by the grace of God, King of Great Britain, France and Ireland, Defender of 
the Faith") while reverses show four shields, one each with the arms of Great Britain (at top), France 
(right), Ireland (bottom) and Brunswick-Luneburg (left) with BRVN. ET L. DVX S.R.I.A.T.H. ET EL. 
("Duke of Brunswick-Luneburg, Arch-Treasurer and Elector of the Holy Roman Empire"). The date 
appears at the top, split by the shield of Great Britain. The different initials of the various "companies" 
appear in the fields between the quartered shields. 


Face view of the hub used to impress the working 
dies for the earlier gold 5-guinea coins of Queen Anne 
(1702-14), the "Pre-Union" pieces. It will be seen that 
each working die originally existed without lettering 

or other minor internal details, all of which had to be 
added by hand to each individual die. The obverse die 
usually consisted of the portrait only. For this reason, 
the products of each individual working die had 
minor variations. 


Catalogue of the British 1723 Silver Coinage: 
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Crown. 


All the crowns of 1723 were of the SS C variety. The weight of each was 464.5 grains / 30.1 grams. 
They had lettered edges consisting of DECUS ET TUTAMEN and (presumably) the regal year in Latin 
(the ninth). For some reason, even to the present day, standard works continue to ignore a detailed listing of 
edge styles unless there are variations within a single year. Not a tremendous number were struck, the coin 
being considered Scarce today. 


Halfcrowns. 


All the halfcrowns of 1723 were also of the South Sea variety. Weights were 232.3 grains / 15.6 grams. 
Their edges were also lettered, consisting of DECVS ET TVTAMEN and the regnal year in Latin. Again, 
original mintage does not appear to have been very large; again, they are considered to be Scarce. 


Shillings. 


ae 


Obv. 1: "Straight ribbon" Reverse common to both Oby. 2: "Bow ribbon" 


The majority of the silver SSC pieces of 1723 seems to have been in the form of shillings - with second 
place to the sixpences. And although shillings carrying the reverse "roses & plumes" (for the "Company for 
Melting Down Lead") as well as the W.C.C. obverse (shown upper right) / interlinked CCs reverses (for the 
Welsh Copper Company) were also struck, both are quite rare. Practically all 1723 British shillings are of 
the South Sea variety. Weights are 92.9 grains / 6.02 grams; edges are reeded. 


During the year 1723, a new obverse punch for the shilling was prepared and the South Sea pieces exist 
with both Obverses, the later being considered somewhat the scarcer of the two. The main point of 
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difference between the two Obverses lies in the ribbon: the old Obverse | has the top tie as a straight 
ribbon; on the newer Obverse 2, the top tie is a bow. Although there are minor variations in the SSC 
reverse, most consist of lacking stops and the like. But one stands out: a Very Rare shilling exists with the 
arms of France at the top dividing the date rather than at the right where it should be. As noted in the "hub 
illustration" above, this is readily explainable considering that all the lettering was later added by hand - 
someone started in the wrong quarter. Perhaps it's more of a wonder that it didn't happen more often. 


Therefore we have the following three main SSC varieties: Obverse 1 / normal Reverse; Obverse 2 / 
normal Reverse; and Obverse | / "arms of France" Reverse. 


In addition, for the 1723 shillings, we have: Obverse | / "Rose & Plumes" Reverse; Obverse 2 / "Rose & 
Plumes" Reverse; Obverse 2 with W.C.C. below bust (shown above right) / "Plumes & interlinked CCs" 
Reverse. All of these latter are Very Scarce or Rare today. 


Expressed as Market Value, American catalogues seem to make little differentiation among the various 
true rarities of these coins - probably a fairly accurate reflection of the American market. Closer to the 
truth, and from a more innocent day where the term "Rare" was not tossed around with such abandon, we 
may take a look from an old Seaby catalogue - from 1949, in fact. In that year, the 1723 SSC shilling was 
listed in VF at a mere 4/6 for Obverse 1 and 7/6 for Obverse 2. Note that a// SSC coins appeared in only 
one year: 1723. In the same catalogue, Obverse 1 shillings with "plain reverses", products of the Royal 
Mint that were struck in 1720 and 1721, are listed at 8/6 as a type and Obverse 1/"Roses & Plumes" - even 
though struck in every year 1715-23 - at 12/. Obverse 2 / "Rose & plumes" listed at 15/ (although struck in 
every year 1723-7); Obverse 2 / Welsh Copper Company shillings (struck every year 1723-6) were listed at 
75/ each as a type, a price at the time indicating considerable rarity. Obviously nearly all the 1723 shillings 
were of the South Sea Company type. Possibly because it was considered a variety rather than a type coin, 
the SSC shilling with the erroneous "France" reverse was not priced - although Spink's (1950) called it 
"Y3*; 


Sixpences. 


ie 
i 


"Large Letters" Obverse 


"Small Letters" Obverse 


Like the crowns and halfcrowns, all 1723 British silver sixpences were of the SSC variety. But like the 
shilling, a new obverse punch was prepared, this time most easily determined by the size of the lettering, 
the older "Large Letters" giving way to the newer "Small" during the mintage. Weight of the sixpences was 
proportional to the shilling and the edge similar. 


Most 1723 SSC sixpences are of the later "Small Letters" variety; in fact, the "Large Letters" is 
considered Rare. There were only four mintages of sixpences during George I's reign and although those of 
1717, 1720 and 1726 were all with "Roses & Plumes" reverses, the SSC 1723 mintage greatly outnumber 
all of them combined: the Seaby catalogue quoted the 1723 SSC 6d at 8/6 in VF, indicating that it was 
much scarcer than the corresponding shilling. Even so, this sixpence - almost all of the "Small Letters" 
obverse variety - stands in contrast to 20/ for a// the "Roses & Plumes" from three years combined as a 


type. 


Maundy Coins. 
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In many ways, coverage of the Maundy silver coins are the least satisfactory of all. Records of their 
striking and distribution are almost totally lacking for the period 1690-1724. At best, we can interpolate 
what probably occurred according to what did occur a few years later during the reign of George II. 


On Maundy Thursday, 1723, George I would have been 62 years old. Traditionally, he would have 
presented that many recipients - the poor and destitute - with provisions, clothing and a bag of silver 
Maundy coins, totally in all about £4 value each. The Maundy coins, in denominations of 1d, 2d, 3d and 4d, 
were all small silver, struck in very limited quantities for this presentation purpose alone and, while legal in 
trade, only sometimes used in that fashion. Too many from this era have survived in top conditions for us to 
assume otherwise. Our problem is that we have no way of knowing how many of each coin made up the 
individual gifts, nor even how many were originally struck. But while the numbers were never large, the 
fact that most of them were saved generally prevents any from possessing more than a modest market value 


today. 


Except for the size and mark of value, all Maundy coins in each series were essentially the same. The 
example above is of a Maundy silver 2d from 1717. Along with illustrations in roughly actual size are 
enlargements of about 4x in order that the details may be seen. Complete sets of coins were not struck in 
each year - nor were Maundy pieces struck in every year. Perhaps there was some sort of stockpile that was 
used before more were coined. In any case, we know of the following dates and denominations today: 


Year jd 2d 3d Ad 

1714 eceNtiiacatten seeotating neh cis OI EASE Oe Ne ARR EEO, Pe Sia aah Seevnsistdvexs : 
1715 RE TES ck csncevencvusovensesceccesass EPR i. Pe eR ETE tvaieicaenaseccdccksacsevenwaskes onus toteecmees DT e: sedi ivesiness 
ye i 2 ae Wi cductnasanaseevuccapascensetieeereee De reiranksss esas due tateocatacstoeavecees FL Teme Pets isicieases ant 
i ei ee Res i catulaie is nacuduentl XK, “arate sila si ti SE Ns 
SO 5 Gl. lesesseannests ae ae ES SESS ARE iRanuasanee tees sah dilonicni'sRabudsnuvtoduarurenseaetaens tony eeecae eee eee 
1719 Ee Ty AF an Oe OE sedans aiisdpobcitenss i Skaaivdiivaanta Ue nslesapialae agteneeee ace eee aetna 
1720 Pita Se, Con ‘iscttearenneptaviedieres seeacseads penbdesbetstoleubbati anbvecceiys ee ee ee Ee oe Oe ae 
1721 Peed ceersenamespaslsslenpiidesitgnvabndypsystiexed Pos ul Sealigtdetanasatiorslor ieee OK Sidihe Sere ae afar! 
1722 Sis tetr sete c nabasiitnannavest einsieheeee fabaiuigte vaatieanss otis tte ai ode tain usabstetaaieseameonereernos 28 
1723 POS i KK! wessorsesovisinescias = Tedtteuepieaaeeemmanareene aeiOiy Salk Decrees Aree Bae, IR peak eee 
1724 telly eae Dibicespesceas idk iabvectuleakestceeeeen OES TLE ee ee SMiccsveatupees PN DR SMe eee ee Oe 
1725 Si ne ee ee pattaowcstiat susie iheetptcascnee praasautetrese CON, Sar ars See 
1726 het tedveiaicke an en Peer ee ee ae oer entities vice eA eke i 
1727 SERIE PE ee ee ee sepensestToaShovivenn GR Atecsas Dendinespaecer cane aietee tees i 


The table in Hawkins’ indicates that the silver for the 1723 Maundy coins was also supplied by the 
South Sea Company, although their initials do not appear on them. Apparently the same is true of the 1727 
Maundys with silver supplied by the "Lead Company". 


- Hawkins, Edward. "The Silver Coins of England", 3rd ed., 1887. p.406 
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THE WRECK OF THE M.S. LADY KINDERSLEY 
by Jack Boddington 
The Wreck and the Rescue 
In 1924 the MS Lady Kindersley, a three-masted schooner constructed of wood with iron 


bark sheathing, for service in the Hudson’s Bay Company's western arctic trade, was 
trapped and crushed in the polar ice pack off Point Barrow. 


“me "6. 
wien ee he 


Mar Hy sab i a : ae 
i 
eed LADY KHINDERSi ry 


; “ 


VANCOUVER HOE 


“Adrift in the Pack”. The Lady Kindersley, 1924 


Supercargo, Percy Patmore; and the First Mate, Clifford Smith, were ashore purchasing 
supplies. Upon their return to the ship they found that the shore ice had broken away 
carrying the Lady Kindersley with it. Percy Patmore immediately assumed control of the | 
rescue operations which followed. 


Several vessels were involved in differing aspects of the rescue, the primary purpose of 
which was to get the crew of the Lady Kindersley safely off the stricken vessel. 


Amongst the rescue vessels were, primarily: 
e The United States schooner Arctic, Captain Bertancini in command. 


e The United States Bureau of Education’s steamer Boxer, Captain F. Whitlam in 
command. 


e The Hudson’s Bay Company's steamer Baychima, Captain S.A. Cornwall in 
command. 


In addition, several Eskimos, using their skin boats and sleds participated. 


—— 
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in the final hours of the rescue, the crew of the Lady Kindersley faced a hazardous trek of 
seven miles to reach the Boxer. Treacherous ice, deep holes, ice cliffs, crevasses and 
stretches of open water separated the two vessels. The Eskimos, with their skin boat and 
sled, under the command of Percy Patmore were invaluable in crossing the dangerous 
terrain. The Lady Kindersley was lost in the unforgiving ice, but the crew was saved. 


The Rewards 


The Canadian Committee of the Hudson’s Bay Company recommended that the rescuers 
be recognised and honoured by the award of special medals, to be struck especially for 


the incident. 


The London office of the Hudson’s Bay Company commissioned the Alexander Clark 
Company to prepare the medals, but an error was made in the design of the company 
crest in the first striking. The faulty medals were returned for correcting but two, amongst 
those sent to the Baychimo crew, were not returned. The second set of medals was then 


prepared and issued: 
Description: Circular, 38mm diameter, no suspension, gold or bronze. 


Obverse: The arms of the Hudson’s Bay Company, with the words FOR 
SERVICES RENDERED (above) and INRESCUING CREW (below) 


Reverse: A vessel above (M.S. LADY KINDERSLEY) with the words M.S. LADY 
(to the left) and KINDERSLEY (to the right); below the vessel the words 
CRUSHED IN THE ICE WESTERN ARCTIC 31°. AUGUST 1924. Ona 
tablet below are the words PRESENTED TO (space of name of 
recipient) BY THE HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY. 


Va 


The Recipients 


Gold Medal (9 ct.): 


Percy Patmore 
Bronze Medal: 


Clifford Smith 
W. Newton 
G.R. Killman 
F. Whitlam 

- Hough 

- Bertancini 
W. Nottingham 
N. Barr 

W. Black 
S.A. Cornwall 
F.L. Coe 

A. Davey 

- Delacruz 
W.H. Denley 
TA. Ellis 

J. Ivory 

S. Jackson — 
B. Metcalf 

C. Kerridge 
D. Mitchell 

R. Richardson 
L. Roberts 


' E. Rogers 


R. Servant 

A. Shires 

R.J. Summers 
E. Topping 

A. Taylor 

G. Wallace 

J. Winscombe 


~R. Blann* 


M. Woolhouse* 
N.K. Aldcraft** 


Supercargo 


First Mate 
Radio Operator 
Radio Operator 
Captain 

Radio Operator 
Captain 

Radio Operator 
Crewman 
Engineer 
Captain 

First Officer 
Crewman 
Crewman 
Crewman 
Crewman 
Crewman 
Third Officer 
Crewman 
Crewman 
Crewman 
Crewman 
Crewman 
Crewman 
Crewman 
Crewman 
Second Officer 
Second Engineer 
Crewman 
Crewman 
Third Engineer 
Crewman 
Crewman 
Deck Boy 


The following also received bronze medals: 


MS Lady Kindersley 


MS Lady Kindersley 
MS Lady Kindersley 
MS Lady Kindersley 
USS Boxer 

USS Boxer 

USS Arctic 

USS Arctic 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 
HBCS Baychimo 


J.H. Wagner, Bureau of Education, Seattle Washington, U.S.A. 


Six natives of Point Barrow 


* 


Two medals are held at the historical exhibit in Winnipeg, Manitoba, and a further two at 


These two medals are the ones of the first issue which were not returned (the 
second issue to Blann and Woolhouse, with names engraved on them, are held 


in the Hudson's Bay Company's archives). 


the historical exhibit in Victoria, British Columbia. 


Acknowledgements: 
Photographs courtesy of Hudson’s Bay Company Archives — Provincial Archives of 


Manitoba. 


This medal was returned. as undeliverable to Hudson’s Bay Company where it 
was destroyed. 
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BRITISH 
COLUMBIA 


FIRE SERVICE 
LONG 
SERVICE 
MEDAL 


By Jack Boddington FCNRS 


The documentation relative to this award states: ‘Long Service Medals are awarded by 
the Provincial Government (B.C.) to persons who have completed at least 25 years of paid 
or volunteer fire seryice in British Columbia. This is to recognize the dedication and 
selflessness with which these individuals have served their communities and this province in 


the protection of life and property’. 

The medal is in bronze, circular, 30mm dia., suspended from a horizontal bar by 
means of a ‘jump’ ring. The ribbon has a yellow centre stripe, two intermediate stripes of 
red and edge stripes of blue, 33mm wide. 


Obverse — Depicted on the front cover. 


Reverse — the Arms of British Columbia at the top with the words ‘For Long Volunteer 
Service’ below. The name of the recipient and the dates of his service are engraved 


underneath. 
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The medals of Fred Ryan, a former member of the Fire Services in British Columbia. 


The first two medals are the Canadian and U.N. Korea medals (the use of the wings 
is unofficial, but worn with pride, nevertheless); the British thse Fire te Long 
Service Medal follows whilst the last medal is a very interesting one, being the Korea 
Veterans’ Association Medal, presented by the Government of Korea to those Korea 
Veterans who have returned to Korea on one of the official Government visits. 


On January 1, 1980 the Attorney General of the Province of British Columbia, the 
Hon. A. Williams, authorized the British Columbia Fire Service Long Service Medal for 
those individuals who have provided 25 years of service to Fire Protection in the Province 
of British Columbia. 


The award is recognized only in the Province of British Columbia, and, although 
Originally designated to be worn on the left breast, is now to ‘be worn on the right breast, 
centrally, between the lapel edge and the sleeve seam’. 


This change was made necessary because of the institution of the Canadian Govern- 
ment’s approval of the Fire Services Exemplary Service Medal (see subsequent article). 


The above regulation is augmented by the stipulation that - ‘The medal should only be 
worn when attending official parade functions in Fire Department uniform’. 


Th 


THE TOKENS OF OIL SPRINGS, ONTARIO. 
150 YEARS LATER 
1858-2008 


by M.H. Kyle 


and the rock poured me out rivers of oil 


In the beginning there was the Great Enniskillen Swamp, ( 150,000 acres purchased from the 
Ojibwa Indians in 1820, incorporated into Lambton County in 1849 ) it was full of mud, sticky 
blue clay mud, all kinds of bugs including swarms of Mosquitoes, shunned by farmers, a genuine 
nasty place, its only saving grace was the existence of the Gum Beds, ( noted by Alexander 
Murray in the 1849-50 Geographical Survey of Canada .) 


Charles M. Tripp a 27 year old foreman in a stove factory in Bath near Kingston, on hearing of 
the properties of the Gum Beds quit his job in 1851, joined Alexander Murray on his return 


investigation of the Gum Beds. 


Tripp in 1854 formed the International Mining and Manufacturing Company to process the 
gumbo, he met with initial success by boiling down the bitumen, producing asphalt and a residual 
of lighting oil. Tripp placed little interest in the lighting oil (his contacts in Hamilton and New 
York were much more enthused ) even though the supply of lamp oil produced from whale oil 
was becoming more expensive, due to the overkill of the whale population. The only other 
alternative was the tallow candle, a much inferior light source. 


Samples of the asphalt were sent with the renowned geologist William Logan to the Universal 
Exposition at Paris in 1855, Tripp received an honorable mention as well as orders for several 
ship loads on asphalt, shipped from the Port of Sarnia to pave the boulevards of Paris. A fortune 
in asphalt for Tripp was not to be, unable to ship quantities of product through the swamp in 
summer he was forced to wait for the winter frost, leaving very little time available before the 
ports were frozen for the winter. his Company failed. (1) 


Among those in Hamilton interested in 
lighting oil was James Miller William, 
although he was a carriage maker by 
trade, he was aware of the work of 
geologist, chemist, inventor and first 
government geologist in a British 
colony . Abraham Gesner. 


One of among Gesner’s ( from Saint 


John New Brunswick, later in the 

United States at Long Island ) many 

accomplishments was the extraction of 

Kerosene from bitumen and coal found 

in the Canadian Maritimes (this 
ee ee ee elon Foner substance is known in North America as 


collection published by Warren Baker in Marked ge ae 
_ Impressions. (size 8 x 31,5 mm,. copper.) Kerosene or Coal Oil, in Britain as 
The “ J” is very worn, it is visible on the Token. Paraffin Oil) (2) 
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James Miller Williams 1818-1890 is the 
founder of the Canadian petrochemical 
industry that resulted from his discovery 
in 1858 of the first commercial oil well 
in North America and perhaps the 
world. 

( a second commercial well was drilled 
the following year by Edwin Drake in 
Pennsylvania, the oil industry was born) 


J.M. Miller was born in Camden, New 
Jersey in 1818 of Welsh parents. he left 
New Jersey at age 22 moving to London 
C.W. ( now Ontario ) where he went 
into business with a carriage maker 
named M. Holmes. later purchasing the 
business. 


In 1846 James and wife Melinda 
(Melinda Clarissa Jackson) moved the 
business to Hamilton joining it with 
Henry G. Cooper’s Hamilton Coach 
Factory. business flourished for many 
years producing wagons, sleighs, cutters 
and cars for the Great Western Railroad 
that was based in Hamilton.. 


James Miller Williams Tripp is said to have owed Williams’s 
company for wagons, land was offered 
Courtesy Oil Museum of Canada in payment. Some 400 shares were sold 
Oil Springs Ontario to a group in Hamilton, Williams was 

one of them. 


Williams ever the shrewd businessman was not interested in asphalt, it was the vast potential of 
lamp oil he had in mind. Williams got wind of the possibility that the Great Western Railway may 
start building their own carriages prompted him to sell his interests in the Coach factory and hire 
Tripp to show him around the Black Creek area, later renamed Oil Springs in 1865. 


After several dry holes, oil was discovered, the free flowing oil that Williams suspected was 
feeding the gum beds filled a dug hole fifteen and a half meters that was later lowered to a depth 
of forty-five meters. 


By 1860 Williams was distilling oil, hauling it through the swamp to the rail head 16 kilometers 
away at Wyoming, Ontario, then a further 170 kilometers to Hamilton and then on to market. 
The oil business although in its infancy at this point was off and running. the J.M. Williams 
Company ( issuance of the Incuse uniface token of J.M. Williams & Co./ HAMILTON, ONT. ) was 
formed that later changed to the Canadian Oil Company. 


For his efforts James Miller Williams was awarded two bronze medals in England; one for being 
the Father of the Oil Industry and another for the Best Refined Oil in North America. 
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Williams also sat for Hamilton in the Ontario Legislature from 1867-1879 and was County 
Registrar for Wentworth from 1879-1890. {3} 


Charles M. Tripp unable to make his fortune in Canada tried his luck in the United States, after 
several unsuccessful ventures died penniless in 1866 at New Orleans 


Petroleum ( LZ .petra, rock and oleum, oil ) the 
early oil was found above the rock in dug wells 
down to a depth of about 20 meters, this all 
changed on the 16” of Jan. 1862 when Hugh 
Nixon Shaw hit a gusher in a drilled hole at a 
l< depth of 60 meters. Oil flowed freely for four 
days before being plugged, the oil found its way 
| < down Black Creek to the Sydenham River that 
3 emptied into Lake St Clair. 

Aree € news spread fast, speculators arrived from 
rename Seine ern hembra ative all over Canada and the United States, Nixon 
was offered $10.000 for his well ( a 
considerable amount at the time ) which he 
declined, unfortunately Nixon died about a year 
later having inhaled noxious gasses while 
cleaning his well. {4} 


As the wells were sunk deeper and deeper it was 
no longer practical to dip the oil out of dug wells 
with a bucket, hand pumps were put into service 
followed by steam powered units. As the price 


This is the horizontal to the ground wheel that powers of oil fluctuated the pumping costs exceeded the 
the jerker lines to the wells. {4} value of the oil, a better system was needed. 


This need was met by John Henry Fairbanks a surveyor turned oil producer. He connected a 
single steam engine to a large wheel mounted horizontal to the ground, this wheel was connected 
by wooden jerker lines suspended from wooden poles in turn connected to the pump. By this 
method many pumps separated by great distances were powered by a single power source. ( one 
Victorian touch was a timing devise that turned the pumps off on Sunday. ) 


This forth generation Oil Company, Charles Oliver Fairbank Oil Properties Ltd. is still in 
business today using the same Heritage system, celebrate their 150 university in 2011 making this 
the oldest oil company in the world. 


Imperial Oil was formed in 1880 by a group from London, Ont. led by Jake Englehart and 
Frederick A. Fitzgerald, the aim was to prevent Canadian Oil from falling into American hands. 
this was not to be, in 1892 Imperial Oil became part of the Rockefeller empire. A similar fate 
happened to Canadian Oil ( White Rose Gas ) it fell into foreign hands in 1963. 


Imperial Oil’s discovery of oil at Leduc Alberta in 1947 was the start of the western oil boom. 
Canadian Oil remained in foreign hand until The Foreign Investment Review Act of 1974 with 
the establishment of Petro- Canada. marking the Canadian Government's first effort to reduce this 
foreign domination. {5} 
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This horse drawn tank was used to haul oil from the small holding tank at the oil well to the much 
larger centrally located shipping tank. Early models were made of wood later varieties of steel as seen 
below. 

This drawing in taken from a letterhead of VanTuyl & Fairbank located in Petrolia, Oil Springs and 
Bothwell, Ont. Dated 1911 


2A RO TRIN ee en NR a 


le nk ss 


is automobile being recovered from a shipping tank gives an idea of the size of the tanks. 
The card states this was an Automobile Accident on April 8th 1915 
( There must be more to this story ) 
This image was taken from a reproduction of an old post card. Of Historic Petrolia. 
Before oil was discovered at Petrolia, it was a stage coach stop between Oil Springs and the Rail 
Head at Wyoming, Ont. 
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As the oil boom expanded the 
need for infrastructure and 
services of all kinds were 
needed, sidewalks that were two 
12 inch planks placed a foot 
apart to allow for two way 
traffic above roads of mud, oil 
and animal droppings were 
replaced with planked roads and 
sidewalks. The roads to both 
Wyoming and Sarnia were also 
planked with the addition of the 
world’s first oil pipelines to 
both locations. 


The Oil Springs Advance of 
Dec 1909 Vol. 1 # 4 boasted 1 
Y2 miles of planked double 
thickness white oak road. With 
ornamental lamps along the 
entire route, a population of 
3000 to 4000 people , 1500 oil 
wells, 12 general stores and 9 
hotels. 


W. S. Duggan is the first of five 
known General Merchants that 
used a trade token, he is listed in 
the September 1889 issue of 


In this 1867 picture from Oil Springs are the oil wells, above | Bradstreet’s, another entry in 
ground oil storage , a horse drawn oil tank and a planked road | the 1891 census of Oil Springs. 
or walk, with a number of people, perhaps tourists in the | lists Dugan Walter Septimus as 
buggy. age 41 General Merchant, wife 
Annie 32 and a son Charles 
Edward age 13, in the 1902 
This street lamp can be seen at | census another son Walter age 6 
the Oil Museum of Canada at was added. The final mention of 


Oil Springs. It is the only Duggan that I was able to find is 
remaining example of those that in the Mercantile Agency 


lined the streets. 
Oil Springs was the only town Reference book of R,G, Dun & 


in Canada with Kerosene street | C0- dated 1909. 
lighting in 1862. The date of construction or the 


commencement of business is 
Both of these pictures are courtesy unknown, the building was 


of the Oil museum of Canada. Oil consumed by fire in 1914. 
Springs Ontario. 


There are three known brass 
tokens issued by W.S. Duggan. 
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W. S. Duggan General Store and adjacent Flour & Feed building, their delivery wagon in front. } 
; Courtesy of the Oil Museum of Canada at Oil Springs. 


APRA I TTT OLS SAE TTD 


W. S. DUGGAN / MERCHANT / OIL 
SPRINGS, ONT. 


Good for / 5¢ / in merchandise B-Oc-21 


B-Oc-21 


Good for /2¢ / in merchandise 


Good for / 1¢ / in merchandise B-Oc-18 


This the Oddfellows Building was built in 1890, the upper west or right side is the meeting hall the 
east side is a apartment. The lower left side was the store of L. Welsh until purchased by W. J. 
Griffin. the store moved to the right side in 1910. The lower level is used as a restaurant today ) 


Picture courtesy of Oil Museum of Canada at Oil Springs, On. 


There is very little information on Welch’s General Store operated by Lemuel Welch, he is not 
listed in the 1902 census of Oil Springs, the lone listing is in R.G. Dun 1909. Welch sold the 
business to W. J. Griffin according to historical notes held at the Oil Museum of Canada, the 
store was moved from the Left side of the Oddfellow’s building to the right side as pictured 


above 1910. 


The tokens issued by L. Welch were used from a point later than 1902 until the sale to W. J. 
Griffin after his listing in R.G. Dun in 1909, at best about seven years. {6} 


= e 


L. WELCH / THE / CASH DEALER /OIL 
SPRINGS / ONT. 


Good for / 25¢ / in trade B-R 28 


Good for / 10¢ /in trade B-R-25 


Good for /2¢ /in trade B-Oc-22 
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This advertisement in taken from Cat. 58 of The Thistle Rubber Type Co. at Sombra, Ontario. 
Item “K” is a Obv. of a L. WELCH token, perhaps all the Oil Springs tokens were made in Sombra. 
Note item ”H” a unlisted token of R.T.GEARY / DRUGGEST / SARNIA, ONT. 


Wa). Grtha 


General Merchant 


€¢€ 


OUR SLOGAN 
“COMMUNITY SERVICE” 


Ic is a pleasure to stand 
ready with good merchandise 
to meet the peoples needs 
Good for /1¢/in merchandise A-Sc8-22 and a greater pleasure to 
satisfy those whose farm 
produce we buy. 

LE LAST (eisai A RSS 


W. G. GRIFFIN / GENERAL / 
MERCHANT / OIL SPRINGS. 


Holed for suspension or cancellation 


In all the research material available to me I was unable to find any mention of W. G. GRIFFIN. 
however W. J. GRIFFIN is well documented. I think it reasonable to conclude this well circulated 
token was that of W. J. GRIFFIN, the initial “G “should have been an “F ” ( this is the discovery 
piece and the only one reported to date, anyone having any further information please contact the 
editor to facilitate a correction and a update ) 


William ( Bill ) James Griffin ( 1869-1951 ) he was born in Dutton, Ont., as a young man he 
came and worked as a tailor in Petrolia where he met and married Ella Malinda West in 1895, 
they moved to Oil Springs in 1896, ( they had three children. sons Orton and Llewellyn, one 
daughter Jessie ) Bill Griffin continued as a tailor until he purchased the Welch store in 1909, he 
reportedly operated the General Store until his retirement in 1933. {6} 
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This early view of the KEATING & PERRY store later that of GH. THOMPSON, built in 1862 in the 
east end of the village, it was moved to the present location in 1880 by George Yates General 
Merchant. ( the Oil Springs Chronicle sign in visible on the top of the building 1862 - 1914 ) James 
Marshall used the building as a hardware store from 1896 to 1904, purchased in 1904 by George 
Thompson, he operated it as a General Store until 1959. The building has had a variety of businesses 
since, the interior is currently under renovation, the exterior look very much today as in this photo. 


Note; the wooden walkways, and the deplorable condition of the road before being planked. 
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Let us show you our 
G.H. Thompson / General / Merchant / Oil Springs, 
NEW WALL PAPER Ont. 
CURTAIN GOODS Good for /$1o0/in trade A-R-34 


| 
LINOLEUMS Good for /50¢/in trade A-R-30 
CONGOLEUM and | Good for /25¢/in trade A-R-28 


LINOLEUM RUGS Good for/5¢/intrade  A-R-21 


The new patterns are very sna and; 
tha pris ry ppy 


Good for / 1¢ / in trade A-R-18 
terial obec G.H. Thompson / General / Merchant / Oil Springs 


G. H. THOMPSON Good for / 5¢/ in merchandise A-R-19 


Good for / 10¢ / in merchandise A-R-22 


Advertisement from 1931 The 10¢ and 25¢ are listed but not seen by author. 


84 


G.H. Thompson in front of his General Store. 
Photo courtesy of the Oil Museum of Canatia 


A. D. ARMSTRONG, IMPORTER AND GENERAL MERCHANT. 


Scant information is available as to the location and duration of the General Store operated by 
Arthur Dawson Armstrong, born in Oxford County, the eldest son of John and Elizabeth 
Armstrong, John was a prominent General Merchant in Brigden, Ont. located a few miles west of 
Oil Springs. ( The John Armstrong Co.) Arthur is know to have joined the Masonic Lodge in Oil 
Springs, Ont. in April 1903 at age 29 , his occupation is listed as Merchant {9} 


Using 1903 asa start date, a Directory for 1903 was found listing A. D. Armstrong as a General 
Merchant with Adv., this is the only listing found, all subsequent directories made no mention of 
the A. D. Armstrong General Store. The location of the store is unknown, it has been suggested it 
was in the Odd Fellows building, however there is no documentation to substantiate this probable 


location. 
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In 1906 Arthur D. and his brother Robert W. purchased the John Armstrong Co. of Brigder, Ont. 
from their father, they continued the business until fire consumed the store in 1922, they rebuilt 
across the street operating as a Hardware Store. ( there is Only one reported token from the John 
Armstrong Co. this will be the subject of a upcoming article on Brigden, Ont. ) 


The operation of the Oil Springs General Store of A. D. Armstrong my have lasted three years 
until the purchase with his brother of the John Armstrong store in Brigden 1906. unless further 
information comes to light it now seems likely the store was open for a single year. 


Arthur D. Armstrong died in Brigden 21 April 1941 aged 67 , he was buried from the home of his 
brother Robert. He was pre-deceased by his wife the former Edith Walker of Petrolia, a son Jack 
drowned twenty five years earlier while skating on Bear Creek and a daughter Helen in Regina 


the previous November. 


A. D. Armstrong / Importer / & 
/ General / Merchant / Oil Springs / Ont. 
Good for / $1oo / in / merchandise A-R-35 


Good for / 50¢ / in / merchandise A-R-30 
Good for / 25¢ / in / merchandise A-R-25 
Good for / 10¢ / in / merchandise A-R-23 
Good for / 5¢ / in / merchandise A-R-21 
Good for / 1¢ / in / merchandise A-R-18 
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| ALD, ARNST RONG, 


IMPORTER 
AND CENERAL MERCHANT 


Highest price paid for Butter 


and General Produce 
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1 A. D. Armstrong, 


HAMILTON COACH 


GALBBLRLRE TASTES 


King Street. 


J. M. WILLIAMS returns thanks to a liberal and discerning public for the patronage 
he has received. As he employs 70 hands, and turns out 10 vehicles weekly, he is 
enabled to fill all orders on the best of terms at the shortest possible notice, - cash or 
approved notes. 


As seen in the 1851 CANADA DIRECTORY 


Footnotes 
The Oil Museum of Canada at Oil Springs, Ontario as well as some of the surrounding oil fields have been 
designated a National Historic Site. 


The tokens of G. H. Thompson were mixed in the concrete when pouring the sidewalk in front of his store. 


Canada Post will issue a stamp this year to commemorate the 150 year Oil Heritage at Oil Springs, Ont. 
Bibliograph 


{1} Petrolia —A Century and a half of History, published by VanTyle & Fairbank, Inc. 

{2} Hard Oiler by Garry May 

{3[ Marked Impressions-A Catalogue of the Joseph Foster Collection of 19" Century Canadian 
Countermarked Coins by Warren Baker-Montreal 2006 

{4} The Story of Fairbanks Oil by Patricia McGee 
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{6} Documents from The Oil Museum of Canada. Oil Springs, Ont. 

(7) Farmers and Business Directory for the Counties of Essex,Kent and Lambton 1903 

{8} Sarnia Canadian Observer Page 8 - April — 1941 

(9) Masonic Lodge Records, Oil Springs- Secretary Scott Dunlop 


87 


Token Dies Found 
by Larry Laevens 


Larry Laevens, a long-time C.A.T.C. member, who is constantly coming up with fascinating stuff related to our hobby 
has recently come across these dies depicted below. 


The dies include those for the token of the MAPLE LEAF BILLIARD PARLORS of Toronto, the PLAYFAIR- | 
PRESTON CO. 1¢ token of Midland, Ontario, a token blessed at the Vatican by Pope Leo XIII, and an advertising 
token of PATTERSON & HEWARD, who produced advertising and trade tokens in Toronto. 


88 


89 


Scrip of Congregation Des Ecole Catholique de Montreal 
contributed by Larry Laevens 


Here are some scans of the CONGREGATION DES ECOLE CATHOLIQUE DE MONTREAL scrip / MONTREAL 


CATHOLIC SCHOOL COLLEGE. 
Regards 
Larry 
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Rare Saskatchewan Trade Token Discovered 
by George Manz 


I’ve been collecting coins since 1960. That’s when my papa gave me a couple of old blue 
Whitman folders that had some Canadian cents and nickels in them. Neither folder was complete, 
so it gave me a chance to find coins in circulation so I could fill in the holes. 


As achild I never did complete the two sets, as I couldn’t find the key dates in circulation and 
couldn’t afford to buy them at coin shows either. 


But my papa was the person who gave me the collecting bug. After my papa passed away, 
I eventually inherited most of his collection, including a token that I just discovered recently. 


It is a City Bakery token from Tugaske, Saskatchewan. The reverse of the 25 mm round 
aluminum token reads GOOD FOR 1 LOAF OF BREAD. 


So I looked the token up in former CNA president Cecil C. Tannahill’s excellent book, An 
Illustrated Edition on Banking, Trade Tokens, Paper Money & Scrip Used in the Province of 


Saskatchewan. \t wasn’t listed inj 
Tannahill’s book, nor in any of his addendums that Tannahill produced after his monumental work 


was released. 


Nor was the token listed in Ron Rogal’s 1996 Checklist of Saskatchewan Trade Tokens. 


So I emailed Ron Rogal in Saskatoon to see if he had a new listing for the token. Ron 
emailed me that he had never heard of the token from Tugaske, a village in Saskatchewan southeast 
of Lake Diefinbaker. 


That means the token has a rarity of R10, meaning there is only one known in existence. 
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THE MANOR HOTEL AND BAR, WINNIPEG, 1891 - 1992 


MANOR BAR: 


Fey oe peg Oe eg 


THE MANOR HOTEL AND BAR FROM A 1908 POSTCARD 


The Manor Hotel was built in 1891 at 692 Main Street. It was originally called “Manor House”, with 
Richard Smith shown as the proprietor in 1891. The Smith Brothers are listed as operating a bar at that 
location in 1890, with D. McKenty listed as a clerk at the Whelan House hotel next door. T.W. S. Jennings 
was the proprietor in 1892 followed by Thomas Wilson in 1893 and W. R. Burton in 1894-5 with Donald. 
E. McKenty taking over in 1896 as proprietor. McKenty changed the name from “Manor House” to 
“Manor Hotel”. Edmund McKenty took over in 1904 when Donald decided to go into medicine (He 
eventually becoming a successful physician.) His brother Daniel was bartender and he also eventually 
became a doctor. Edmund died in 1912 and the hotel was taken over by Samuel J. Smith and Dan Whalen. 


Jacob Tapper ran the barber shop from 1900 to 1904, when he went into partnership with his brother 
Abraham at 629 Main St. (Abraham had previously been in business with Frederick W. McGill) There are 
three tokens known to have been used in the bar and barbershop. All are aluminum, with 5780a being 
24mm in diameter and the other two 25mm. All are rare today with only two or three of each known. 


5820 a 
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THE MYSTERY OF THE "COTTAGE SALOON" TOKEN 


by Jim Astwood 


1020, Avers : COTTAGE 15c. sALoon. Rev.: Uni, diamétre 16, 
rareté 4. (Winnipeg?). 
ro20, Obv.: COTTAGE 15c. SALOON. ev.. Plain, size 16, rarity 4. 


LeRoux's listing in "The Canadian Coin Cabinet”, 2nd edition 1892 


Obv.: COTTAGE / 15¢ / SALOON 
Rev.: THE J. M. BRUNSWICK & BALKE COS. (around a “Liberty” head) 
Size: 24.5mm 


This token was listed by Dr. Joseph LeRoux in the 1892 edition of "The Canadian Coin Cabinet" 
as # 1020 Winnipeg? (Note question mark). He does not give a reason for believing this may be 
from Winnipeg but it could have been brought to his attention by a traveller. He lists the reverse 
as “plain” so apparently never had an actual example. The obverse pictured by him is almost 
identical to that on the token shown above. The name "Cottage Saloon" cannot be found in any 
Winnipeg directories but in all likelyhood it would have been located in a hotel and not listed 
separately. There was a "Cottage Hotel” located at 13 Notre Dame Ave. West in 1883 and the 
saloon may have been located in it. The premises at that address are shown as the “Regatta 
House” in 1882 with Frederick A. Brown as the proprietor and in 1884 it is listed as the Selkirk 
Conservative Ciub so the name "Cottage Hotel" was short-lived. 


This token is listed as # 2083 in "The Brunswick Token Story” published in the TAMS (Token and 
Medal Society) journal in 1977. The reverse is listed as die # BB4 and was apparently used by the 
J. M. Brunswick & Balke Cos. from 1874 to 1884. This time period certainly fits the time of the 


"Cottage Hotel”. 

The J. M. Brunswick & Balke Cos. had an agent in Winnipeg (Samue! E. West) from at least as 
early as 1879 until 1882. The company then opened its’ own office at 18 Bannatyne Ave. in 
Winnipeg and had a show room at 50 Portage Avenue. Business must have been good to have 
such a large presence in Winnipeg but those were boom times and there were many hotels and 
bars opening, most of which had billiard rooms. 


This token is listed as a maverick # 9080a in “Trade Tokens of Manitoba” by J. W. Astwood. 


93 


S.J. Mighton, Tobacconist of Cranbrook, B.C. 
By Ronald Greene 


S.J. Mighton issued two different five cent tokens during the years that he was in 
Cranbrook, 1904 to 1910. Since they are quite dark pieces we also show rubbings. 


C8110a C8110b 
Brass: Round: 21 mm Brass: Round: 21 mm 


Samuel Joseph Mighton was born in Woodstock, Ontario on April 10, 1853 and 
was said to have come to British Columbia about 1875. His name usually was given in 
advertisements and articles as S.J. Mighton, but to his friends he was known as Sam. We 
first encountered him in Nelson, B.C. in September 1897 when he was refused a liquor 
license for a saloon in the Queen Hotel, which probably later was known as the Queen’s 
Hotel. By October 1897 there is a reference to him running the Post Office Cigar Store in 
Nelson. He was also wholesaling cigars and tobacco in addition to retailing and over the 
next couple of years there are a number of references to him travelling on business to 
various locations in the Kootenays. Like many other Kootenay pioneers he seems to 
have been interested in mining. In July 1898 it was reported that, “S.J. Mighton of 
Nelson has started several men to work on the Loyal Legion and Annie Maud, on Wild 
Horse creek.”’ In 1897 when the Knights of Pythias organized in Nelson, Mighton was 
the Master of Finance for the group. 

In the late 1890’s the Prohibition movement was beginning to come to the fore 
and in 1898 the newspaper printed an article on the subject, quoting some of the 
prominent businessmen of Nelson, “...S.J. Mighton said that though a teetotaller himself 
he did not believe in prohibition laws, and had seen the Duncan [sic] act and the Scott act 
in force, and there was more drunkenness there than he had seen anywhere else. ...”” In 
September 1898 it was reported that, “S.J. Mighton and J. Ross have secured the charter 
for the Ymir waterworks from the provincial government.’”” 

In March 1899 Mighton assigned to creditors* and appears to have left Nelson. 
He is mentioned several times over the next four years as being a representative of the 
Geo. E. Tuckett & Son Co., Ltd., tobacco manufacturers of Hamilton, Ontario. Although 
we have checked city directories for Vancouver, Winnipeg and Hamilton -- there were no 
Calgary city directories of that period -- we have not found where Mighton lived between 
1899 and 1904. 
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In late June 1904 Mighton secured a lease of the Cranbrook store formerly 
occupied by C.E. Reid & Co., and was planning to open a first class cigar and tobacco 
store within a couple of weeks.” The following spring Mighton moved into the Watts 
block and entered into a partnership with F.W. Kelsall.° In early May 1905, “Messrs 
Mighton & Kelsall will have a fine establishment when they get their new place fixed up. 
They will put in billiard and pool tables.”’ Next month Mighton purchased a building in 
Cranbrook and in July, after only a few months, the partnership between Kelsall and him 
was dissolved, with Mighton carrying on in the cigar and tobacco business.* In June 
1906 it was reported that, “‘S.J. Mighton should be a proud man. Last Monday there were 
a great many people from other towns in the city and a large number of them visited that 
celebrated tobacco emporium and left with words of praise for the man who would carry 
such a stock in a town the size of Cranbrook. All that can be said in praise of Mr. 
Mighton’s store is coming to him for there is not another like it this side of the coast. 

In January 1908 Mighton advertised that he was planning to leave Cranbrook and 
held an “immense sale.”” However, he seems not to have closed down but carried on. In 
1908 he announced that he planned to run for city council, but his name did not appear on 
the ballot. In 1909 Mighton did run for council but finished dead last of eleven 
candidates.'° At the beginning of 1910 Sam Mighton sold his cigar store to Lester Cla P 
and in February he and Mrs. Mighton left for Vancouver where they planned to reside. 

In Vancouver Mighton appears to have become a traveller for a tobacco company, but the 
directories mentioned his occupation only once. In March 1916 he was still living in 
Vancouver when he visited Cranbrook to spend a few days with old friends.'? The next 
city directory for British Columbia was 1918 by which time he was operating a tobacco 
and cigar business in Trail, B.C. In 1923, in failing health, he disposed of his tobacco 
business to A.C. Smith & Co., of Cranbrook.'? Smith had worked as a clerk for Mighton 
in Cranbrook in 1905. Samuel J. Mighton died of chronic Bright’s disease on July 11, 
1925 at the age of 72." 


999 


' The Daily Miner, Nelson, July 30, 1898 p. 3 

* The Daily Miner, Nelson, September 13, 1898 p. 3 According to the McCord Museum www.mccord- 
museum.gc.ca/en/collection/artifacts/... and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada_Temperance_Act 
the provincial legislation known as the Dunkin Act of 1864, promoted by prohibitionists, provided a 
local option which allowed municipalities to prohibit the sale of alcohol. The Canada Temperance 
Act of 1878, often known as the Scott Act was an Act of the Parliament of Canada which provided for 
municipalities to adopt prohibition by plebiscite. 

> The Daily Miner, Nelson, September 26, 1898 p. 3 

* A form of bankruptcy 

* The Cranbrook Herald, June 23, 1904 p. 5 

° The Cranbrook Herald, March 30 1905.p. 5 and April 20, 1905 p. 1. F.W. Kelsall issued a token in 
Vancouver, U4620a. His story has been written up in Numismatica Canada, 2002 p. 79. His short 
partnership with S.J. Mighton was not known at that time 

’ The Cranbrook Herald, May 4, 1905 p. 3 

8 The Cranbrook Herald, June 1, 1905 p. 1 and July 13, 1905 p. 3 

° The Cranbrook Herald, June 28, 1906 p. 5 

'° The Cranbrook Herald, January 14, 1909 p. 1 

'! The Cranbrook Herald, January 20, 1910 p. 3, and February 17, 1910 p. 4 

'2 The Cranbrook Herald, March 2, 1916 p. 3 

'? The Trail News, September 21, 1923 p. 1 

'* B.C. Archives, GR2951, Death registrations, 1925-09-349347, microfilm B13126. Bright’s Disease is 
an older classification for a number of various diseases of the kidneys - acute or chronic. 
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Albert Mutz and the Hotel International of Kingsgate, B.C. 


by Ronald Greene 


Aluminum: Round: 24% mm: BC Database K7560b 


Albert Mutz was born in Germany in 1864. He came to Canada via the U.S. in 1894 and 
became a naturalized citizen of Canada in 1898. The 1901 Canada Census! also listed his wife, 
Alice, and three children, Max A., Estella, and Josephine. Max was born in Dec. 1893 in the 
U.S., Estella Oct. 1898 in B.C. and Josephine Nov. 1900 in B.C. By 1896, with partner George 
Scott and others, Mutz was developing the Estella Mine at Tracy, some 16 miles (25 km) from 
Fort Steele. In 1898 he held a liquor licence for the Estella House at Tracy Creek. It was 
reported that this was a very comfortable hotel and it was kept by Albert Mutz, formerly of the 
‘California Brewery’ in Butte, Montana.” Note that the mine, the hotel and his first daughter all 
bear the same name. The mine was bonded by 1899, i.e. a buyer had an option to purchase it 
after doing his due diligence. In 1903 Albert Mutz held a licence for the Union Hotel in Fernie 
and in 1908 through 1911 he held the licence? for the Hotel International in Kingsgate, south and 
slightly west of Cranbrook. Kingsgate is the border entry point to Eastport, Idaho. 

But Mutz is better known as a brewer than as a hotel keeper. He bought into the Fort 
Steele Brewing Company in 1899. This brewery had been established the previous year by 
Messrs. Kaiser and Sick. Mutz replaced Kaiser and the firm became Sick and Mutz. By October 
1900 the brewery had been moved to Fernie and in April 1901 Mutz and his old partner from 
Tracy, B.C., Scott, bought out Mr. Sick’s interest. Later, in 1904, they incorporated the brewery 
as the Fort Steele Brewing Company, Limited. After acquiring the Fernie Brewery, c. 1907, they 
formed a new company, the Fernie-Fort Steele Brewing Company, Limited which supplanted the 
original. 

Albert Mutz and his family moved to Kingsgate in March 1911.4 By April 1914 he was 
living in Vulcan, Alberta” and operating a hotel there, while still involved in the brewery. In 
what must be considered poor timing, Mrs. Mutz left for Germany in May 1914 for a planned 
trip of four months.° 

The brewery was in voluntary liquidation from 1916 but a court order was obtained in 
1921 to stay the liquidation. Prohibition in BC lasted from 1917 until 1920 and those years were 
tough ones for a brewery. Albert Mutz continued to be involved with the brewery until his 
death. About 1930 he retired to Calgary, where he died in 1932. He and his wife are buried in 
the Burnsland Cemetery. 

We don’t know when the token was issued, whether during his period of ownership of the 
hotel or if the brewery provided the tokens for another operator of the hotel. The reverse is 
unusual and is the only one of that design currently known as having been used in British 
Columbia. 
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' Canada Census 190], Kootenay Riding, Fort Steele, E1, p. 7 microfilm T6430 

: Report of the Minister of Mines, 1896, Queen’s Printer, Victoria, B.C. 1897, p. 522 and the Report ... 1898, 
published in 1899, p. 1031 

He may have operated beyond that date, but to our knowledge no records have survived beyond 1911 

Fernie Free Press, March 3, 1911, p. 5 

Fernie Free Press, April 10, 1914, p. 1 

Fernie Free Press, May 1, 1914, p. 5 
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Communion Tokens: A GLOSSARY By Angus Sutherland, CAT L. #1132 


The following terms are defined from a Canadian Presbyterian perspective. In 
other Christian denominations, and even in Presbyterian Churches in some other 
countries, some of them may have different definitions. 


Altar: see “table” below. 


Church: primarily the people of God gathered in a particular place; also the building used 
by a particular congregation; also the denominational organization. 


Communion: or “the Lord’s Supper” or “Eucharist”; a gathering at the Communion Table 
of the church to eat together and remember the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ by which 
He paid the price for the sins of the world. 


Communion Card: the successor of the metal token, the card was chosen as it was much 
cheaper, and the name of the member could be written on the card. As such it became a 
method of keeping attendance at services of Communion, and a way of recognizing who 
has not been present at the Sacrament for a while. In recent years many congregations 
have gone to an invitation, which is given to adherents as well as members. In a growing 
number of congregations, the practice has been dropped altogether. 


Communion Token: the term used for the piece of metal, and later in some congregations 
for the card, that was used as a ticket or admission piece to allow the faithful to receive 


the Sacrament of Communion. 
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Court: a term used for the ruling bodies within the denomination; the Session, Presbytery, 
Synod, and General Assembly are the “courts of the church”, overseeing and operating in 
all areas of ministry, doctrine, growth and discipline. Decisions are always democratic. 


Elder: a lay person elected from among the members of a congregation for the purpose of 
assisting the minister in pastoral ministry to members and adherents of the congregation; 
a person recognized to have spiritual integrity and an ability for pastoral service. 


Eucharist: another term for Communion. 


Gaelic: the language once used extensively throughout Scotland, and very common in the 
early Presbyterian congregations in Canada. No Canadian Communion token is Known with 
Gaelic printed on it, though the token of East Puslinch, Ontario, refers to the language in 


its initials. 


General Assembly: a geographical area (most often a country) comprising several synods; 
the supreme ruling body of the Presbyterian Church, made up of minister and elder 
representatives from throughout the Synods, Presbyteries and congregations of the 


Church. 


Head: leader; in the Presbyterian Church, no human being has this title, but “Jesus Christ 
is the only King and Head of the Church.” 


Lord’s Supper: another term for Communion. 


Minister: from the Latin for servant; a person ordained to serve the spiritual needs of a 
congregation, especially in preaching and providing the sacraments; also known among 
Presbyterians as the “teaching elder”. 


Moderator: the person who chairs meetings within the Presbyterian Church. In the 
Session this is always the minister; in Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly, this 
person is elected by majority vote and chairs the meetings for no more than one year. 
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Ordained: set apart for a specific duty in the church, as a minister or elder. 


Pastor: from the Latin word for shepherd; a minister. 


Presbyterian: from the Greek word npeoButepos (presbyteros) meaning elder. Hence a 
Church ruled by elders. 


Presbytery: a geographical area comprising several congregations; the gathering of 
representatives (all ministers and an equal number of elders) of the Sessions of all 
congregations within that geographical area; the ruling body to which ministers and 


Sessions are subject. 


Ruling Elder: see “elder”. 


Sacrament: a special celebration of faith; specifically in the Presbyterian Church baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper or Communion. 


Session: the gathering of the elders and the minister(s) of the congregation; the ruling 
body of the congregation. 


Synod: a geographic area comprising two or more Presbyteries; the ruling body of the 
church above the Presbytery, which is formed by representatives of the Presbyteries 


within that geographical area. 


Table: the place where the faithful gather for Communion; in early times a long table set 
for many members to sit together and receive the sacrament. (NOTE: the word “altar” is 
never used in Presbyterian Churches.) 


Table Number: the Communion table could be set to accommodate as many as fifty or 


99 


sixty people; in larger congregations it was necessary to have several sittings, and 
sometimes this was arranged by providing tokens counter-stamped with the number of 
the sitting. In Canada, only the Free Church 1843 large date stock token is known to be 


numbered for several sittings. 


Teaching Elder: see “minister”. 


Note: Only two Canadian Communion Tokens are known for congregations 
other than Presbyterian. One is in current use by the United Church in Martintown, 
Ontario (see the articles on the Communion tokens of Glengarry County), and the 
other is a commemorative Communion token of the Anglican Church in Fort Erie, 


Ontario. 


Scottish Communion tokens are known for a few non-Presbyterian 
denominations: Anglican (also called Episcopalian or Church of England), 
Methodist or Wesleyan, and one Baptist congregation. Dutch Reformed Churches 
in South Africa and St. Thomas (US Virgin Islands) have also used these tokens. 


In Europe Communion tokens were used primarily in Calvinist Churches in France 
and the Netherlands, but Lutheran congregations in Austria, Switzerland, Germany 


and Scandinavian countries also used them. 
eS SHISIS SSS SSIo Er 


New Token Finds 


Ingersoll, Ontario Oxford County 
Dairy Token 
Mrs. J. G. Smith. / (design ) / Ingersoll, 
Good For / vz 1 + / Quart / Milk A-S-33 
Found in Victoria Park, Ingersoll, Ontario by a member of the Thames Valley Metal Detectors Association, 22™ April 2008. 


ee on Hastings County Flesherton, Ontario Grey County 

: Bakery Toke. 
R. A. Elliott / General / Merchant / Stirling. Ont Ed, Thence aii aeec es 
ae ait a adh hia 5¢/In/ Merchandise A-R-77 Good For / One / Loaf A-Oc-?? 

ec 
Contributed by Lorne Barnes 

. Tugaske, Saskatchewan 
Bakery Token 
City Bakery / Tugaske, / Sask. 

Good For / 1 / Loaf Of Bread A-R-25 
Contributed by GeorgeManz 
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St. Thomas Collegiate Institute Sports Medals 


Gladys Tanner - 1920, 1922, 1923 
By Harry N. James FCNRS 


_%a Nostalgiarama event held in Komoka, Ontario in April of 2008, I was fortunate to acquire 
three sports medallions won by Gladys Tanner, a student at the St. Thomas Collegiate Institute during 
the early 1920s. 


The earliest was a second prize award for “Field Day” of 1920. Ona circular disc with laurel 
wreathes at the bottom is inscribed in three lines: GLADYS TANNER / JR. CHAMPION / 
SECOND. This disc is attached to a six-pointed star with maple leaves between each point. The Star 
has a loop at the top pont with a ring and was probably supported by a ribbon. The reverse is 
engraved with three lines: $.T.C.I. / FIELD DAY / 1920. The bottom has the mark - .925 Sterling. 
The sterling silver medal appears to have been brass-plated after the inscription was engraved. 


The second medal also has a circular disc riveted to a shield-like medal with a ribbon over 
laurel leaves. In the disc itself is a female basketball player. This medal also has a loop with a ring 
for suspension at the top. On the reverse is engraved: GLADYS TANNER / JUNIOR GIRLS / 
CHAMPIONSHIP . S.T.C.I. 1922. A hallmark or maker’s initial ®, appears at the bottom. 


The third medal is from the W.O.S.S.A. (Western Ontario Secondary Schools Association) 
and was for girl’s basketball, 1923. The reverse of this medal is blank except for the maker’s name, 
Trophy Craft and the word Sterling. This is also looped with a ring for suspension. The obverse of 
this medal has around the perimeter - WESTERN ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
ASSOCIATION. In the centre is a shield with a lion to the left and unicom to the right. Above the 
shield is an eleven-rayed rising sun. Below is a ribbon with BASKETBALL 23 GIRLS engraved 


upon it. 


Gladys Tanner had been born in Shedden, Ontario on the 13 of March, 1906. She was the 
daughter of John W. And Rosella (Hamilton) Tanner. By 1918, her mother was a widow and the 
family was living on Moore Street in St. Thomas. In 1920 they had moved to Fifth Avenue and in the 
year 1922 sees her final change of address to 17 Palm Street. Gladys was obviously a student during 
1920 - 1924. She is still listed as a student in 1926 but the year 1927 she is the secretary of $.T.C.L 
She remained in this position until 193 1 when she was listed as a teacher. She taught for many years 
at both Locke Street and Edward Street schools. Gladys died at the age of 840n the 19" of 
December, 1990 and is buried in Shedden. 


get W.OS.S.A. 1923 
S.T.C.L 1920 S.T.C.L 1922 
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Gladys Tanner Jr. Championship S.T.Cl. FieldDay 1920 
Second 


Medals enlarged - Actual size 


with text. Gladys Tanner Jr. Girls Championship 


anner 
8. 1.0L 1922 
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The St. Thomas Collegiate Institute was a grand red brick building which was built in 1878 on Elysian 
Street overlooking the Athletic Park. This had been the location of a grave yard prior to the school’s 
construction. In June of 1967 the old school was closed and a Centennial re-union was held that year. 
A large bronze medallion was struck for the re-union. The medallion is also known gold-plated. The 
school was later torn down to make way for the construction of the Valley View Home for the aged, 
now itself empty being replaced by a new Valley View Home after about 30 years of use. 


W.O.S.S.A. MEDAL FOR GIRL’S BASKETBALL - 1923 
medal enlarged - see text page for actual size 

reverse blank except for maker’s name (Trophy Craft) and 
the words “Sterling Silver”. 


St. Thomas Collegiate Institute Medallion - 1967 
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Carthage Store and Tokens of Chris Gatcke — 5y Harry N. James FCNRS | 


Carthage, Ontario is located in Mornington Township of Perth County at the intersection created 
by the first road south of Highway 86 and Highway 19 (now Perth County Rd 131). It is east of 
Listowel and north of Milverton. Today, (2007) there is a feed store on the south-east corner of the 
intersection which makes up the hamlet. Across the street on the south-west corner is a private house 
which once was the site of a long running general store. Its population at the beginning of the 1900s 
was about 50. 


The early settlers were mainly of Irish descent. Alexander Brown, a Scotchman set up a shop 
in the hamlet where he repaired watches and clocks. The first post office was operated by John 


Gamble. 


In 1874 B. Donaghan had a store and tavern. Thomas Urquart ran another tavern and Charles 
Schneider operated a general store. S. Patterson was postmaster and an agent for sewing machines. 


By 1878-79, Robert Barker was a dealer in harness, boots & shoes, groceries etc. Bernard 
Dunagan, or Donaghan was a general merchant. By 1882 Leggat & Tilley were in business as 
grocers and they accepted butter and eggs which they traded for cloth and thread and presumably 
other merchandise. Charles Schneider was listed as a general merchant at this time as well. He was 


still in business at least as late as 1908. 


The year 1896 saw a second general store being run by Schafer Bros. He was succeeded by 
J. Mayberry in 1912. Lloyd Tanner followed him in 1932. He was there 20 years. The store is now 
a private dwelling. 


During the years 1908 through 1911 and maybe somewhat and later, Chris Gatcke was 
operating as a general merchant here. He was probably the successor to Charles Schneider. He 
made use of trade due bill tokens of which 5¢, 10¢ and 25¢ denominations are known. They were 
of aluminum and octagonal in shape. 


By the 1960s there were a store, a garage and a church in Carthage. Now the feed store is 
all that remains along with a few private homes. 


The tokens: 
CHRIS GATCKE / GENERAL / MERCHANT / CARTHAGE, ONT. 
GOOD FOR / 25¢ /IN MERCHANDISE — A-Oc-25 
GOOD FOR / 10¢ / IN MERCHANDISE A-Oc-22 
GOOD FOR / 5¢ / IN MERCHANDISE A-Ovc-20 
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One of the Carthage general stores - ¢ 1912 | 


Sources: 


Paths of History - Milverton’s 100" Anniversary As An Incorporated Village - 1881 1981, 
Mornington Township Old Boys & Girls Reunion, Commercial Printers, Stratford, Ontario. 


County of Perth Gazateer & Directory for 1882-86, Irwin & Co., Publishers, Hamilton, Ont. 


County of Perth Gazateer & Directory for 1885-88, Irwin & Co., Publishers, Hamilton, Ont. 
Dun, R. G. & Co. Mercantile Reference for the Dominion of Canada, 1896, 1908. 


J. M. Bradstreet & Son’s Commercial Agency Register for February 1874, publ’d by Murray 
Middlemiss & Co., Montreal. 
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Simpson’s Billiard Parlors, Windsor, Ontario by Harry MN J ames, 


-Phother billiards business in Windsor to make use of a token was that of Simpson’s Billiard Parlors. 
The token was of aluminum, octagonal in shape and good for 25¢. 


I first found this business listed in Vernon’s City of Windsor, Sandwich, Walkerville & Ford 
Directory for the years 1919 - 1920. William G. Simpson was listed as a tobacconist & Billiard 
merchant at 7 Pitt Street West. His residence was at 18 Elm Street. The 1920 - 1921 directory gave 
the address of the billiard establishment as 19-21 Pitt West and his address as 18 Elm Street. 


The directory for 1921 - 1922 lists Mr. Simpson as the proprietor of an Auto Equipment & 
Tire Co. His house was now at 62 McEwen Avenue. Simpson’s Billiard Parlor with W. Hale as 


manager was still listed at 21 Pitt West. 


The next directory doesn’t mention the Auto & Tire business but still has W. Hale managing 
the billiard parlor which is still under the ownership of William G. Simpson. A separate listing of pool 
halls at the end of the directory gives the name of the business as Simpson & Hale and lists two 
addresses, 21 Pitt West and 3612 Wyandotte Street, Walkerville. 


The 1923 - 1924 directory show another change with Mr. Simpson being listed as the owner 
of the Brunswick Billiard Parlors with his address at 21 Elm Street. William Hale is now listed as a. 
clerk for the Brunswick Billiard Parlors and was also living at 21 Elm Street. 


The years 1924 - 1925 see Mr. Simpson as a clerk for Simpson & Hicks and William Hale as 
the manager for the Brunswick Billiard Parlors which were at 21 Pitt Street West and 217 Sandwich 
Street, Sandwich. 


By 1925 - 1926 a Patrick Drouillard is listed as the owner of the business which is now only 
listed at 21 Pitt West. It remained under this ownership until about 1930 when Patrick Drouillard is 
listed as a merchant and the address of 19-21 Pitt Street West is listed as vacant. 


The token must have seen use sometime during the years 1920 until 1925. 


The token: 

SIMPSON’S BILLIARD PARLORS around perimeter / Windsor 
GOOD FOR / 25¢ / IN TRADE A-Oc-25 

Sources: 


Vernon's City of Windsor, Sandwich, Walkerville & Ford Directories, Henry Vernon & Son, Hamilton, Ontario. 1919- 
20, 1920-21, 1921-22, 1922-23, 1923-24, 1924-25, 1925-26, 1926-27, 1927-28, 1928-29 and 1931. 


106 


Fenian Raid Medals 


From the Amherstburg Echo of January 5", 1900 


The ribbon for the general service medals has been ordered by the Militia Dep’t, and the 
distribution of the medals will probably begin in about a month. 


From the Parkhill Gazette of September 20%, 1900 


Lieut-Col Ellis has received from the Militia Department another lot of Fenian Raid medals 
for veterans of 1866. The names of those to whom the medals belong are as follows and the medals 


can be secured by applying to Col. Ellis. 


9526, John Alex Rose, London. 

9527, John Savage, 1034 Laurie St., London. 
9521, William Boothe, Seckerton. 

9532, William Brison, Watford. 

9533, John Callum, Logierait. 

9534, Orlando S. Clarke, Point Edward. 
9535, James Cruikshank, Colinville. 
9536, Octavius A. S. Dolman, Chatham. 
9537, William Ford, Logierait. 

9538, Jacob Fuller, Thedford. 

9539, William Gattis, Thedford. 

9540, Hugh Garrett, Chatham. 

9541, Wm. G. Hadden, Courtwright 


9542, James Harkness, Logierait. 

9543, Joseph Hastings, Watford. 

9544, Thomas Henderson, Watford. 
9550, Wm. Thos. McBride, Oil Springs. 
9551, Lachlan McLaren, Logierait. 
9552, Michael P. Neville, Thedford. 
9553, William Rewbotham, Brigden. 
9554, David M. Ross, Warwick. 

9555, William Thomas, Corunna. 

9556, Thomas Ticknor Jr., Parkhill. 
9557, William H. Watson, Courtwright. 
9558, Benjamin Wilson, Kingcort. 


J. D. King Co., Shoes, Toronto 
Wins Gold Medal At 
Paris Exposition of 1900 


contributed by Harry N. James FCNRS 


Tre following ad was in the February 7“, 1901 issue of the Simcoe Reformer. 


Why It Won 
A shoe that |has won the highest award 
e at the Paris World’s Fair ought to be good 
Soe h for a lad 
er ae enough for a lady to wear. 
W. Wenn chs Beauty, comfort, style, appearance and 
ase that “hat durability are the points that won the gold 
World's Faire sught to he good Or medal. 
ne ee ao oe Its price and value make it the choice 
coos a aon ie Sex i of thousands of ladies who know how to dress 
Its pris ve and value make it oa = r a tastefully and comfortably. 
fully amLeomfort on : ° ; eM $3.00 and $4.00 per pair. 
_ 83-00 and S400 per pair, Pg Made by The J. D. King Co., 
‘Made bf They. 0. “Se a catecenie- | Pinte 
T unk. i ee Limited, Toronto 


Sataele : = 
Xt t Myf, oe 
Js 5 My A 
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